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CHAPTER t 

INTRODUCTION. 

<* What ! another history of the war ? We eaMoot 
he always reading" exclaims a Smoking Lounger, while 
lie strikes his silver headed rattan against the door- 
post of the Bookseller. Softly, my friend, the work 
professes to be the Adventures of your own dear Uncle, 
if you are a native American, or of your Vhde^n'Law, 
if you are not. And shall we, a scientific people, suffer 
events as large as life, and feats of valor, even more 
wonderful than the characters concerned in them, to 
pass down the lane of time on the tattered wing of tra- 
dition ! Shall deeds of fatne hard earned in iron fields of 
argument flutter on to future times, Uke the treaties of 
savages, on the tongues of women, mutllatM, distorted, 
exaggerated and defrauded of lialf their beauty ? 

Siiall the adventures of a hero, equally renowned for 
his valor, wisdom and humanity, boast only tlie windy 
immortality of being tossed from tongue to ear ? Shall 
deeds that deserve to be inscribed on Pyramids, be sent 
begging to the tea-table, to sit for their pictures before 
female artists ? Forbid it quills ! Forbid it ink I For- 
t)id it Printer's types, and Printer^s devils. But admi!- 
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ling (for argument's sake only) that our sul 
trivial, have we not the example of high au 
undertaking a work of this kind ? Do we nc 
read a re]K>rt of wire^lrawn longitude, from tl 
Department, treating wholly of what, every 
goverameiit will declare, on his honor, is a 
But away with such a forbidden thought ! Hi 
New World some claim, to the honors of thf 
ageofchivalry ? Shall Amadis de Gaul, Do 
and Earl Strongbow, confer unfading glorj 
respective countries which were the theatr 
exploits ; and miser-like, pocket all the ren( 
mantic chivahry ? Forbid it Uncle Sam, a 
!»ons ! 

'*' But who is the Author of this strange wo 

does he call himself ? Tid Fid Faddy? thisca 

real name, — a mere fiction." Aye, but ])on< 

what is there, in these degenerate days tlia 

ways pass by its real, deserved name ? dc 

knavery, deception, put on no flattering dis^ 

will you quarrel with a name, which to say 

cannot raise your expectations ? But on tlie o 

Do not honesty, patriotism, nay, does not rel 

often suffer from counterfeits and masquer 

you smell no deception in the proffered beiu 

tlie Demagogue, whose aixlcut fire of lev 

licks up the last morsel of happiness fiom I 

Freedom, whoso fraternal squeeze would ur 

last pitiful cent from your purse. Ah, th 

censure the modest reserve of aft author, 

claims the privilege of doing good unseen : ] 

you do well to envy him ; for if his work 

beneath the notice of criticism, you may si 



to yourself that you see the chagrin exuding from the 
corners of both his eyes 5 but if any wind of public 
opinion should puff a little praise in his ear, remem- 
ber that he must still offer it up to his own heart in se- 
cret, and he has lived long enough in the world to know, 
that he that serves himself, has an awkward servant, 
and a scurvy master. 

^^ But what are his pretensions to literature ? does he 
presume to enter the lists with Gulliver, Cervantes and 
Defoe ?^ Now again thou hast nearly grappled thy 
game, but that the Author recollects, most opportunely, 
the importance, dignity and majesty of bis subject^ 
which must ever challenge the attention of the public, 
even in the the hands of the most illiterate scribes 

^ But again ; art thou a philosophic statesman ? Art 
skilled in the anatomy of Gunboats and Sevienty fojirs ? 
Hast ever been chairman of a Committee of Ways and 
Mearu f Hast ever presided at a public Dinner ?'' Not 
entirely all this ; his faculties have, indeed, been plod- 
ding over his Country's Credit and attempting to trace 
its Anatomical outline, from the skeleton which our 
State surgeons have generously exhibited for the in- 
spection of the curious. He has taken some few lec- 
tures on the new and fascinating science of spending 
two dollars, where one would do as weU, and in imita- 
tion of certain industrious Committees has reported 
progress and obtained leave to sit again. Now honest 
friend, if you will make a halt in your enquiries, the Au- 
thor will tell you at once, quite as much about himself 
as you will have patience to hear, and then without any 
parade or ceremony, will introduce you to the subject. 
The person to whom the public and yourself, ai-e about 
to be iud^ted (and to whom he sincerely wishes you 



ting (for argument's sake only) that our subject were 
trivial, have we not the example of liigh authority for 
undertaking a work of this kind ? Do we not annually 
read a report of wire^lrawn longitude, from the treasury 
Department, treating wholly of what, every creditor to 
govemmeut will declare, on his honor, is a very trifle. 
But away witii such a forbidden thought ! Has not the 
New WorW some claim, to the honors of the resurgent 
age of chivalry? Shall Amadls de Gaul, Don Quixote 
and Earl Strongbow, confer unfading glories on the 
respective countries which were the theatres of their 
exploits ; and miser-like, pocket all the renown of ro- 
mantic chivahry ? Forbid it Uncle Sam, and all his 
sons I 

<•' But who is the Author of this strange work ? What 
does he call himself? Tid Fid Faddy? this cannot be his 
real name^ — a mere fiction." Aye, but honest friend, 
what is there, in these degenerate days that does al' 
ways pass by its real, deserved name ? does villany, 
knavery, deception, put on no flattering disguises, and 
will you quarrel with a name, which to say the least, 
cannot raise your expectations ? But on the other hand : 
Do not honesty, patriotism, nay, does not religion itselT, 
often suffer from counterfeits and masquerades ? Do 
you smell no deception ift the proflered benevolence of 
the Demagogue, whose ai-deut fire of love for yen, 
licks up the last morsel of happiness from the altar oi* 
Freedom, whose fraternal squeeze would unbolton the 
last pitiful cent from your purse. Ah, then do not 
censure the modest reserve of ati author, wl.o only 
claims the privilege of doing good unseen : neither will 
you do well to envy him; for if his work should fall 
beneath the notice of criticism, you may safely fancy 
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to yourself that you see the cliagrin exuding from the 
corners of both his eyes 5 but if any wind of public 
opinion should puff a little praise in his ear, remem- 
ber that he must still offer it up to his own heart in se- 
cret, and he has lived long enough in the world to know, 
that he that serves himself, has an awkward servant, 
and a scurvy master. 

^^ But what are his pretensions to literature ? does he 
presume to enter the lists with Gulliver, Cervantes and 
Defoe }^ Now again thou hast nearly grappled thy 
game, but that the Author recollects, most opportunely, 
the importance, dignity and majesty of bis sul^ject^ 
which must ever challenge the attention of the public, 
even in the the hands of the most illiterate scribe^. 

^ But again ; art thou a philosophic statesman ? Art 
skilled in the anatomy of Gunboats and Sewnty fojirs ? 
Hast ever been chairman of a Committee of Ways and 
Means ? Hast ever presided at a public Dinner ?'' Not 
entirely all this ; his faculties have, indeed, been plod- 
ding oyer his Country's Credit and attempting to trace 
its Anatomical outline, from the skeleton which our 
State surgeons have generously exhibited for the in- 
spection of the curious. He has taken some few lec- 
tures on the new and fascinating science of spending 
two dollars, where one would do as weU, and in imita- 
tion of certain industrious Committees hajs reported 
progress and obtained leave to sit again. Now honest 
friend, if you will make a halt in your enquiries, the Au- 
thor will tell you at once, quite as much about himself 
as you will have patience to hear, and then without any 
parade or ceremony, will introduce you to the subject. 
The person to whom the public and yourself, aie about 
to be iudd}ted (and to whom he sincerely wishes you 
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Jirolh may feel very much obliged) has had a smatteHiig 
of the languages in his bojrish days, has had the good 
fortune, if it be any, to see both sides of the walls of a 
College, has read some, but reflected rnore^ Now if 
you sliould have no expectations after hearing all thiSp 
you cannot be disappointed on perusing these wonder- 
M adventures 5 but if disappointment should unfortu* 
uately be your lot, pray call to mind a little school pro- 
verb of an inch in length — Non omnss omnia and if that 
does not satisfy — take NemOy omnibuB horUy sctpU.^-^ 
Making you, Sir, a most profound bow, the Author 
turns^ for a moment to the public. With much fear and 
no little shaking the quill-driver of these sheets, finds 
himself, engaged in writing a history of the most splen* 
did adventures, that ever passed m this freezing and 
tbawiDg world. If the learned reader should find the 
constituent parts of this wonderful history, partly Bieg-- 
raphieal, partly Historical and in some degree quizzi- 
cal, and i^ould be at a loss how to name it, he is at full 
nberty to alter the title to his own liking, and if criti- 
cism should sternly insist that, the work has none of 
the three great requisites, a beginning, a middle and an 
end, the Author has obligingly fixed the beginning at 
the first page and the end at the last, leaving every one 
to place the middle where it best suits him : or the 
Isearned critic may mahe a beginning by reading only a 
few pages, and an end, by frowning the whole work at 
once into oblivion, whereby two out of the three re- 
quisites, will certainly be produced. 

In short, the learned Author, in imitation of high au- 
thorities, solicits the indulgence of the public : — 1. With 
regard to the appearance of our common Uncle Sam. 
Although, he is Qld enough to be very whimsical, hei^ 
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like the Author, a green character on the stage. He 
will occasionally make his appearance on various parts 
of it 5 bouncing like a Sturgeon, sinking out of sight and 
soon after thundering out at a distant part. Now if 
any one should be so impertinent as to enquire how he 
travelled J some of onr Novel-readers, would be the most 
proper persons to solve the difficulty. 2. It will be ol> 
served that another hand besides the professed author's 
has fingered occasionally in the work. 

This, with tliq discerning, will form nonobjection.—* 
Of this character will be the next chapter. The learn- 
ed ancestors of /.mine uncle Zachary are well known to 
the Hebrew pubhc. And although the Aut]|M>r at first 
resolved to have no Mosaic work in the splendid struc- 
ture, yet it occurred to him that variety ever has its at- 
tractions and it is well known that Stanhold and Hop» 
kin's translated Psalms in company. Having said this^ 
the Author submits himself to the acutely censorious^ 
allov^ing them to use the Birchen rod whenever they 
can find him. 
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CHAPTER a 

some; Account of thomas, the magician. 

!• And it came to pass, fell out, or happened, some- 
wliat before the lime at which our history begins, that 
there arose m mighty man in the land, called Thomai?^ 
the Magician, on account of his great skill and cunning 
in dark and mysterious projects. 

S. This^an when in his full strength, was a mighty 
man of valor, and withal very tender hearted ; inso- 
much that in the first notable quarrel between John 
Bull and Uncle Sam, he betook himself to a huge cav« 
€^n lest his great strength and valor might do overmuch 
violence to his enemies. 

3. Here he studied magic Necromancy and all the 
Curious arts that serve to make a man great in the eyes 
of the multitude. 

4. This Thomas was moreover, of a religious turn of 
mind for, whereas Uncle Sam acknowledged only one 
0od, Thomas professed to believe in twenty or none as 
occasion required : Whence it came to pass that the 
multitude for the space of many years, cried out <* great 
is Thomas the Magician/' 

5. And it fell out that in process of time, Thomas fix- 
ed his eye on the chief steward ship ; for thus he rea- 
jsoned with himself, Behold now the multitude of the 
people crieth after me, and although George who is now 
chief steward, is greatly beloved by the people yet he 
now governeth the household of Samuel by a new cove^ 
-nant unto which divers of them have not willingly con- 
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sauted 5 therefore I will listen diligrently, anc! whenso- 
ever ^ hear a murraiirinsr, Twill say nnfo the people, 
Would jt not have been better thus ? Behold did I not 
forewarn thee? 

6. x4.nd so it came to pav<?s, that he bep^an to take the 
servants by the hand, and say unto them, "O that I 
were made judge in the Land, that any man hnving a 
matter, should come to me and I would do him histice.^ 

7. Nevertheless the people were not minded to heark- 
en to him for this time, so that John became chief 
steward. # 

8. Yet during the stewardship of Johr,^ which was 
fifty and two moons, Tliomas ceased not to vex the un- 
derstanding of the multitude and to cause them to find 
much fault with- the conduct of John and the wife of 
Samuel, and caused many grievous and sore complaints 
to be broucrht against them : ^ 

9. Behold saicf Thomas, how mine Uncle Samuel hath 
fought in times past against John Bull and hath prevail- 
ed, nevertheless he oweth at this time, many talents of 
silver ; 

10. Yet John ceaseth not to build ships and to have 
bowmen and spearmen not a few, and to lay many 
grievous burthens on the people and crieth out *^ the Phi- 
listines,'^ when no enemy is near, and the whole Land is 
in peace. 

IL And see ye not this woman, in whom the heart 
of mine Uncle Samuel is bound up, how she walketh in 
the pride of her imagination, and hath bought many 
costly ornaments of silk and of purple, and dehghteth 
in hoods and ear-rings and bracelets and nose-jewels 
and saith I sit a Queeii^" 
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12. Moreover, she whispereth in secret and backlii^'' 
teth and niocketh at all who walk not in her ways ao4 
approve not of her evil doings. 

13. And thus did Thomas stir up tlie minds of the 
people against John and they waxed wroth against 
John and they thrust him out of the stewardship and 
said unto Thomas ^ Reign thou over us.'' And unto 
Samuel they said. The counsel of this woman is not 
good, for she wasteth thy substance 

14. Lo I now put her away, and take unto thee the 
Damsel which Thomas hath provided, for he hath prO' 
t'^her. Sa Samuel hearkened unto the people and 
put away his wife, and the thing grieved George sore.. 

15. Howbeit he put her away and took the damsel, 
even the woman which Thomas had appointed ; and 
lie went in unto her and She became his wife. 

16. Now Thomas had instructed her aforetime and 
»aid, whenever it sliall come to pass that thou shalt 
rule in the house of Samuel, whatsoever I shall bid you 
to do, that shalt thou do without gainsaying ; and she 
said, I will. 

17. Moreover, Thomas reasoned with himself and 
said, I have obtained the stewardship by means of de- 
ceiving the people, and speaking many things against 
the acts of all those that have gone before me. Now 
I will consider not what is wise and just to be done ; 
but what George and John have done, and as they 
have done, so will I not do. 

18. So he straightway thrust out all the servcmts of 
the Kitchen and of the household, even the chief But- 
ler and chief Baker, (for he said, lest they make known 
my deeds) and put others in their stead. And unto 
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the l^ublicans and Tax-Gatherers he said, What do y^ 
oppressing the people ? and he cast them out. 

19 And unto the Bowmen and Spearmen he said, 
What mean ye by this armor ? Wist ye not that the 
Land is in peace ? And why are there such mighty 
ships on the great waters ? perad venture John Bull 
shall steal upon them unawares, and take them away, 
for he loveth treachery arid deceit. And he said unto 
them, ye shall even take them and the price shall be 
whait seemeth good unto you. And they did so. 

20. And Thomas said unto the wife of Samuel, for* 
asmuch as we have spoken against costl^ attire, ye 
Aall put off your ornaments. 

21. The wages of our servants shall be m^e less for 
even this we have promised unto the people, inasmuck 
as we have spoken loudly against John for all his ex* 
travagance in the household of Samuel ; wherefore, ye 
i^ball speak unto the servants, and he that aforetime 
hath received ten talents, shall receive five, and he that 
received two, shall receive one. 

22. Howbeit, the woman communed with the sei^ 
vants and said. Hear ye what Thomas saith ? Now the 
wages ye receive are not too much, ye shall even keep 
them, for behold, Thomas himself^ now he hath obtain- 
ed the chief-stewardship, receiveth twenty-five talenti?, 
the same that hath been aforetime. And they said 
unto her. Thy counsel is good. 

23. Moreover when Thomas first came into the stew- 
ardship he assembled all the people together, and spake 
smoothly unto them, and whereas he knew that there 
was a division amongst the people, wliich himself had 
caused, he said, ye are all brethren, wot ye not that 
ye are all Jews, ye aj:e all Samaritans, therefore strlYe 
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not one against another. Your aflairs prosper and your 
gold overfloweth, Therefore be ye not disniaye4> for I 
will i-endcr equal and exact justice unto all, and I wilt 
give unto Labor the bread it has earned. 

24. And the people rejoiced exceedingly, howbeit) 
some doubted. 

25. And in those days, certain evil minded men rose 
up against Thomas and said, Thou hast broken down 
the defences wherein we trusted and hast sold the ships 
wherein we went down upon the Great waters, and the 
spearmen are driven away and scattered to and fro, 
and peradVenture John Bull, or Apollyon the king of 
the Assyrians, shall come and shall war against us, and 
we shall be devoured before them. 

26. And Thomas said I m ill build boats a great multi- 
tude, the price whereof shall be but few talents ; and 
when the enemy seeth them he shall be afraid, and shall 
depart from our borders. 

27. Moreover, I have made a parchment roll, where- 
in I have said many grievous things against John and 
his servants, and when tliey see it and i-ead the matter 
that is written, tliey shall be afraid and their knees 
shall smite togelhei*. 

28. Nevertheless the servants of Bull appeared full 
of haughtiness and with swelling words, had the boats 
of Thomas in derision ; and even the paichment roll 
they regarded not, and being exceedingly puffed up, 
blasphemed against the magic and wisdom of Thomas 
by which he divined. 

29. Moreover, the servants of ApoUyon came and 
possessed the wilderness of Sin, which lieth on the brook 
Hiddekel, to the South and to the West of the plains of 
Samuel. And the servants of Apollyon became ex- 
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CBeedingly troublesome, and strove irith thetD, sayiflg, 
Ye shall not wash in the brook, nor lay your stuff by 
the side thereof. 

^. And these tidings amazed Thomas, and he said, 
What shall I do ? I will even buy the wilderness for a 
price, even the wilderness of Sin. And he bought it for 
fifteen talents of Gold. 

81. For he said, Th© Country stretcheth even to the 
going down of the sun, and now this woman which 
Samuel hath taken unto him, betokeneth to have many 
Children. 

32. Moreover I will send into the far countries, to- 
wards the sun rismg, even over the great waters, and I 
will bring over the blind, the halt and the lame, and 
even him tliat parteth the hoof and cheweth not the 
cud, I will not refuse. 

33. And those that have committed any manner of 
abomination and hav^ been thrust out of their habita- 
tions, shall be received within our gates and shall even 
be;ir rule in- our household. 

34. For, inasmuch as I have received wisdom of 
twenty gods, it is no marvel if I shall cause them to re- 
frain from their evil doiiii^s, and they shall establish 
me in mine office. And the thing pleased the wife of 
Samuel insomuch that her heart leaped within her for 

joy- 
So. And it came to pass that John Bull warred with 

ApoUyon on llie great waters, and pr.e vailed ; but on 

the Land Apolljon prevailed, and the nations were dis- 

comftled and fled like Grasshoppers before him. 

36. And they each of them questioned with Samuel 

and said "join with me, join with me.'' And Samuel 

smote iipoii his forehead, and was perplexed. 
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S7. And the S6n*ants of Bull took the merchandize 
of Samuel and of his Merchants. And in Uke manner 
did the servants of Apollyon. 

38. And the chief steward said, what shall I do ? — 
and he said 1 will even do this. I will send forth a de- 
cree that nonL' of the servants of Samuel sliall hence- 
ibrth trade upon the great waters^ even from the rising 
of the sun unto tlie going down of the same. 

c?9. And he published the decree and gave charge 
to his servants sayings If ye find any one using the 
trade of a Merchant, or carrying his stuff u]:ou the 
great waters, ye shall take them, and take away their 
stuff and the ship wlicrewith they dealt. 

40. And the people cried out, and said unto the chief 
steward, Thou hast done us great mischief, for divers 
of us have no other means of providing food for our 
little ones, save that we traffic on the great waters, and 
Lo, now our Ships have become food for worms. 

41. Moreover tliey said our fathers did not thui^ 
when the Assyrians did us mischief aforetime, they re- 
sisted unto blood and prevailed. 

42. And Thomas was wroth and chode with them 
saying, " What mean ye lo find fault always and to 
vex mine heart ; behold now, for these many years, ye 
have dealt on the great waters and ha\e increased 
your substance, and have waxed fat and have kicked. 
When your substance was wasted by the enemy, ye 
complained and lo now I have commanded you to 
keep yourselves in safety, and still ye complain.'' 

43. And the people answered and sjdd, when our 
foes destroyed our su!)stance we asked for protection ^ 
Yea, we had a right to ihmand it, inasmuch as we pay 
every year, into the treasury, many talents. Albeit we 
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tavc only insisted on the privilege 0f defending oufc- 

selves. 

44. And moreover thou art kind and forbeztring to- 
ward this wicked Apollyon, even now while he doeth us 
tiiuch evil, he burueth our ships, and casteth our men 
into his prison, and saith unto us, Ye are a feeble and 
contemptible people, ye are as women. 

45. Then Thomas lifted up his voice and said, Ye 
are a very foolish people, inasmuch as ye know not 
your own good 5 What need ye go upon the great wa- 
ters ? keep at home, and ye shall be out of danger, 
see ye not the fields ? are they not sufficient to afford 
sustenance for yourselves and your little ones. 

46. It is not wise that ye have built ships ; it is a 
very foolish thing, and whereas ye pretend that all 
knowledge is with you ye know nothing at all. 

47. And as for this Apollyon of whom ye complain, 
in that he hath destroyed your substance, burned your 
ships, and cast your young men into prison, he mean- 
eth you not evil, but good in that he hath done this, 
for he seeth ye are fools to have ships, and knowcth 
tliat ye ought to be keepers of flocks and craftsmen 5 
but as for Bull he meaneth you evil, and his heart is 
fully set in him to do* wickedly. But as for tliis Apol- 
lyon hath he not declared that he loveth us ? 

48. So Thomas regarded not the cry of the people, 
for he said, Wisilom is with me. 

49. And it came to pass, that at the end of every 
year, even at the full moon, Tliomas made a speech 
unto the people, " ye have Gold in abundance and your 
substance is increasing; Wot ye not tliat I have done 
this by my wisdom ?*' 

3 
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60. And as the time drew nigh when Thomas must 
depart from the stewardship, he said, Lo now these ma- 
ny years have I served you, I have not ceased to build 
you up and to make you a great people and even now 
your Gold overfloweth ; now consider what ye shall do 
with it, for ye have not where to bestow it and if ye 
have much treasure laid up, behold it bringeth forth 
pride, and begettcth wars. 

51. (Albeit, certain lewd fellows of the baser sort, 
rose up and said, the burden of too much treasure, will 
not be numbered among the cares of those who come 
after thee.) 

52. And Thomas did that which was right in the 
sight of his own eyes, and brought many from far coun- 
tries to dwell in the land of Samuel; even Thomas 
the high priest, from the Land of Apollyon, to burn in- 
cense upon his altars, and wrote a letter unto him with 
his own hand. 

53. And It fell out in the Stewardship of John, that 
he mad^ a decree saying thou slialt not speak evil of 
the rulers of thy people ; thou shalt not lie. And tlie 
thing displeased Thomas and he snid the decree is not 
good, So he destroyed the decree and said tliou m:iy- 
est lie ; but thou shalt not speak the truth against t!ie 
rulers of thy people. 

64. And he searched and found a certain man whom 
John had cast into prison for speaking fiilsely, and he 
took him thence and spake kindly unto him, and re- 
Stored to him the two hundred pieces of silver which 
he had paid for his evil speaking. 

55» And whereas Jolui had warred againt Apollyon, 
and had taken from him a great ship, even a ship of 
war^ Thomas caused the damage of the ship to be 
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made up, and the price of it was thirty and two thou- 
sand pieces of Silver, and he restored the ship to the 
servants of Apollyon, for he said we are all bretluren 
and Apollyon loveth us. 

56. And Thomas excelled in wisdom all that went 
before him, insomuch that it is a common saying unt« 
this day, There is none like him. 

57. And he wrote a book containing many wise say- 
' ings, and much wisdom ; for he spake of mountains and 

rivers and fishes ; and of trees from the Oak that mak- 
eth the beams of ships, to the Tobacco plant that bura- 
cth before the nostrils. 

58. And he spake moreover of men, from the man 
of fair and ruddy complexion to the red man of the 
forest, and even to the Etheopian whose wool ub upon 
his head. And he spake of them wisely, even from 
the color of the skin, to that which pertaineth to the 
foreskin, and which remaineth within the loins, and be* 
hind the kidneys. 

59. And he spake also of beasts, from the Mammotk 
that browzeth on the tops of the mountains, to the dog 
of the meadow, even the Prairie dog ; and also of the 
frog, even the horned frog that leapeth in the mud. 

60. And he declared moreover unto the people, that 
in the wilderness of Sin there was salt, even a moun- 
tain of salt, in so great abundance that although much 
of it should be taken away, yet it should not seem to 
be wasted. 

61. And the time drew nigh, when Thomas must 
leave the stewardship, he retired within his own im- 
'.)Ortance. And the rest of the acts of Thomas, and 
aH tiie wise things which he said, and the foolidi things 



which he did, are they not written on the leaves o( 
Stridepole, and engraved on the hearts of the children 
of Samuel. And Thomas was gathered unto himself-«» 
and J»mes the sen of a G ^n^ reigned in his 6t«a4.^ 



CHAPTER ra. 

FMilCT OP JAcaUES — DIALOGUE BETWEEN UNCLE SAM ANP 
HIS SaUIRE — FINAL RESOLUTION OP UNCLE SAM. 

It need hardly be mentioned that Jacques no sooner 
had tlie management of mine Uncle^s estate than he de- 
clared himself pleased with the policy of the Magi- 
cian of whom mine uncle Zachary hath discoursed so 
learnedly. Being the third of the pipe weed Dynasty, 
he determined to be at least the second in the philoso- 
phic regime of the family ; and to endeavor to teach 
Uncle Sam's boys, (what indeed the stubborn dunces 
were very loth to learn) that by mere dint of reason- 
ing, they mi gilt bear the chastisement of Scorpions with 
philosophic fortitude and christian meekness, while a 
smart tingling of the whip should start them into re- 
vengeful action, ^ and rouse them to tiptoe-indignation. 
It was alledged that that dumb, yet faithful animal, the 
horse, had been taught to receive the friendly pattings 
a id the scourging lash, with the same Stoic acquiesence 
from his master^ while he would kick indignantly at the 
stranger who merely spoke to or pointed at him. How 
much then is a man better and more rational tlian a 
horse ? 

While Jacques was thus ruminating on the events of 
the times, a comparative view of the fame which now 
is, with that reputation, which the approbatory voice 
of a cool-headed posterity usually confers, presented 
itself to his mind. " If I follow said he, the example of 
my predecessor in office ani of my friend Nap, 1 shall 
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regard solely the incidents of the present moment i 
To be artful in managing events^ is to be successful— 
to be successful is to be famous — to be famous is to be 
great, and what more is^ or can be desired, or wished 
for? Alexander accomphshed no more, and perished 
before he was forty ; he reached not the full meesure 
even of that short span of existence commonly allotted 
to mortals ; he sunk into his grave, whilst the peal of 
adulation was sounding in full chorus on his ear, and 
before the elements had time to blot out the sanguinary 
stains which marked the pathway of his glory." 

" Caesar, on the day previous to the memorable bat- 
tle of Pharsalia, spent no time in weighing the judg- 
ments of posterity, he cared not a fig for the good or 
ill opinion which succeeding ages might form of his 
moral principles or political conduct. And while the 
self sufficient Pompey was playing cards and drinking 
wine, he was arranging the plan of attack on the com* 
ing day, a day which was to decide the Liberties of 
Rome, and give a master to the bone and sinew of 
ihe world. 

" But nearer home. — ^Did our friend Nap muse about 
the judgement of posterity when he decided the fate 
•f Switzerland and Holland ? Did he dread the sober 
page of the moralist, when he dispatched his prisoners 
at Jaffa. When he executed the Duke of Enghem and 
the unfortunate Bookst Her Palm ? No, !:e reasoned, and 
justly too ^ give me Empire and let my fame take care 
of itself,' — ^' Take no thought for the morrow," (jhat 
is for the morrow of future ages,) is a wise precept-^- 
rather let me take thought for the Stewardship ; for it 
i% settled that we full bloods of the Pipeweed family, 
•>«hail twice possess the Stewardship. The first term I 
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sure of J and if war with John Bull is necessarjr t* 
secure it again, war it shall be. When my predeces* 
9or caused the repeal of the internal duties he regard-^ 
ed present not future good, for the popular cry then 
was, ^* no taxes.'^ And when the public voice sayit 
war and taxes, so it must be ; no matter by what meana 
that voice has been produced, or influenced." 

Thus ejaculated the chief steward, Sangrado made a 

profound bow and repaired to the tent of Uncle Sam^ 

whom he found smoking his pipe, and in a posture 

' more than usually thoughtful. WelJ, said mine Uncle^ 

Sangrado, what is the serious world about ? What news 

of Bull, what of Nap, what says the chief Steward, do 

we have war or peace ? I begin to grow tired of thi& 

state of things. If we have war, Sangrado, I must tell 

yt)u I am not a httle fearful of this nag Democracy, a 

fine Beast, O as true as the needle, a fine Beast to ride 

to Elections on and manage state aflairs in time of 

peace ; but in war, when the battle rages, I am afraid^ 

— i-ah I am afraid the restive truant wont like the smell 

of powder ; ah and its no trifling aflair to meet John 

Bull in the field, I've try'd it once I know all about iU 

I had a different horse when I met him at Bunker-liiU^^ 

at Saratoga, at Trenton and»Yorktown — Ah the good 

old horse Buckskin-Yankee-George could manage himit 

aye he knew him, there was no more dodge to hin^ 

than there is to Mount Andes ; — these were golden 

days for the fame of Uncle Sam, this accursed French 

Colt was not hatched then. 

Oh fie, your honor replied the Squire, never was a 
better beast since asses came in fashion — ^full of mettle, 
I have tried him at tilting and thrusting, and at pursu- 
ing a flying and disarmed foe tliere is not liis equal iji 



Greation : — and really sir, if tlie contest comes on, it wr 
expirtcil there will be little else to do than pick up 
stnijrrrhTs : War once declared, Bull with all his colore 
wjll fly nt the mere sound of your name. Your honor's 
Lady has declared, and certainly she knows, that five 
thousand men >vill scour the whole Country', and marck 
into Quebec^ This she had from Peter the fisl.ernan, 
who lives on the borders of Bulls dominions, and may 
be considered as knowing more about the matter than 
any one of your Horior's family. Tliis Peter is an un- 
common wag, it was but lately, when <^he girt his Fish^' 
ers coat ahout him," that he perceived it was turned t»j- 
side out and perceiving the joke pleased your I a'ly, lie 
Las worn it so ever since — the surname " fisherman" 
has been appended to his name, on account of the^^A- 
ing disposition lie has shewn after an oihce, and if war 
is declared, we can do no less tlian make him con- 
tractor. — ^Besides we have the testimony of the Than- 
der and lightning-man, called by Tom Boston, the 
southern glow-worm — he hns declared Bull and all hia 
race to be. a set of cowardly caitifis, and that one of 
your free-born soldiers will drive a thousand of hia 
slaves. Yea, he went so far as to declare that " if he 
had the command of the ^ed Artillery of Heaven, he 
would drive that fast anchored Isle from its moorings.*^ 
— But think once your Honor, what such a man would 
do if made General ; — even these words once fairly set 
in a proclamation, as we put the words " Genuine Re- 
publicans," at the head of our Election Bills, my word 
for it, Bull would faint with fear, before he had half 
finished the reading. 

Uncle Sam rejoined 5 I know that the steward, Thom- 
as; and my Wife have had great faith in tkis wordy 
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armour^ they have learnt this from Nap 5 but Fll teft 
you SangradO) betwixt you and ine, I have no great 
faith in such nostrufhs. True,. I have given up the 
management to her and the Clilef Steward, and what- 
ever plan they devise I am in duty bound to execute. 
But I must insist that I know John Bull better than all 
of you 5 L know he is a villainous tyrannical dog 5 but 
I know £dso, that he is no coward, aid that when once 
we get him into a corner and have raised his anger as I 
have seen it, we shall want something besides the nine 
parts of Speech to fight him with. You might then show 
him a string of adverbs as long as my garters, printed 
in letters, as large as mill-posts, you could not start him 
to wink his eye. You tell about Peter the Fishermani 
five me* no Peter but salt-petre, to fight Bull with, and 
that well made into doiible cannon powder. And then 
ttiere's your Thunder and lightning man — all wind, all 
stuff. I tell you, John Bull, once in a rage as Pve seen 
bim, would snuff up an army of such fellows at one 
pump of his nose, and not known that any think had 
happened. Besides, my honest Squire, I'll tell you, if 
1 am to fight, be it known, that Uncle Sam will never 
kave the reputation of going to war with a coward, he 
will never put on his armor to pursue a dastard fugi- 
tive enemy, and for this plain reason, I am no coward 
myself. Now tell my Lady and the Chief Steward 
Arom me, if war with Bull is determined on, to put the 
family in readiness, my boys have pluck, they have the 
matter in them, but then, they are to be taken from 
the plough and the shop, they have not used their arms 
ibr thirty years, a little practice will make them fine 
fellows ; but then give me enough of them, dont send 

V» into Canada with five tbouHnd or ten thousaoi^' 
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don't coop me up like a mouse in a bee-hive with Xem 
tliousand angry devils buzzing about my ears, block- 
ing up the hole I went in at and stinging me into tor* 
mcnts, give ihe enough to see fair play, and Uncle Sam 
will give the world a good account of himself — Uncle 

Sam is no coward 5 no, Bunker-hill knows that. Aye, 

and there's another thing, see that the big guns are in 
readhiess, all cleaned and fit for service. Let my old 
military suit be brushed up, and such articles as are 
wantmg in any part of my armor, let tliem be supplied; 
don't send me oiTin quest of adventures like Don-Quix- 
ote with a paste-board vizor, give me my old Beaver, 
it has weathered the storms of forty years, it's the best 
hat now in Christendom. See that we have plenty of 
provisions and cash for the expedition ; I have been 
through one war, and have smarted enough for the 
want of these things. Take time more slowly and 
surely, war is not the work of a day 5 dont let us like 
tlie brainsick Knight of La Mancha, get three days' 
journey from home before we know whether we want 
either meat or drink. Uncle Sam lives by eating and 
drinking. 

Softly your worship, said Sangrado, for I suspect 
Tom Boston, is lurking about us, he is a troublesome 
guest, whenever he meets one, he is always boring 
away about French influence and such nonsense; — But, 
to the purpose. I intreat j^our honor, to put yourclf 
to no further trouble about the preparation for the war, 
and to indulge no fear for the issue of the contest. — -Tor 
to tell you the plain truth, war has been for some time 
determined on, and our friend Nap has promised to 
give Bull full employment on the other side of the water, 
SO. tjiat he will be able^ lo spare very few of his men tt 
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annoy us ; — ^We must keep in with this Nap, for after 
we once get Bull on his back, we may want his assist- 
ance to put Tom Boston down. For in fact as the 
chief steward and your Honor's Lady says, there can 
be no peace so long as Bull is permitted to exercise his 
intolerable tyranny on the big waters, the great high- 
way of nations, and as for this insolent Tom Boston 
there is no end to liis impudence. Let the decclaration 
once come out and we'll soon put to silence all his 
noise about French influence — ^and French Spoliations. 
Hold hold said Uncle Sam, I'll have no quarrelling in 
my family. I know Tom is a self sufficient fellow, but 
he knows his place, he acted his part well formerly, 
he'll not interrupt our business 5 let there be no quarrel- 
ing in the family I say, for if war is once on, we shall 
need all our strength ; besides John Bull is too strong for 
us on the water, and we must depend entirely on Tom 
Boston to handle him there. Aye I know Tom, he 
understands handling an oar and pointing a gun, only 
give him the same weight of metal that Bull carriei^ 
and he'll send all his ships to the Devil. — I say let us 
have peace in tlie family. Tom is a little waspish just 
now— he has been deprived for some time past of his 
accustomed trade at sea, be a little softly, he complains 
of Nap, and not without some reason, for that Corsican 
puppy has used us but scurvily to tell the truth — he 
has taken and burnt our ships, imprisoned our Sailors, 
and sequestered the property of our JMcrchants, and 
we have not made half the noise about the wholci 
that we did aljout Bull's attack on the Chesapeake. — 
But once more to the purpose, how are our harbors to 
be defended ? I wish now we had those ships which 
that Philosophic Steward of mine^ sold to raise mon- 
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ey to bitjr popularity vHhi Pd rather have one good 
heavy frigate than all the jack-o-lantern popularity in 
the world to go to war with ; good strong heavy can- 
vi(»n thunder, Sangrado, that's the best thing to meet 
Jolm Bull with, none of your paltry gun Boats, for haiw 
bor defence, the breath of a Seventy-four will blow 
them all to the devil. Ah, we've philosophized too 
much, and what does it all amount to ? Pliilosophy 
never warmed a cold hmb, or filled a gaunt belly. I 
like something more practical ; the best way to reason 
with an unreasonable being, is to meet him with sword 
in one hand and a club in the other, sp that if you 
cannot run him through, you may knock him down. 
WeU, Sangrado, give my love to my Lady, tell 
her not to be too intimate with Jacques — I shall keep 
a sharp look out for them — Tell them I'll be ready — Tell 
them Fm wide awake,' Uncle Sam will never be caught 
napping — Bring me a glass of Whiskey boj^ When 
common sense points her finger, fools run the wrong 
way. A plague on all cowards! Bring me a glass of 
Whiskey ? 



^CHAPTER IV. 

'HOtrSEROLD Ali'FAlRS — SITUATION OP THE STRONG BOX — 
SINGULAR EXPEDIENT TO REPLENISH IT— CONFERENCE 
BETWEEN THE CHIEF STEWARD AND UNCLE BAm's WIFE 
—ARGUMENT BETWEEN MADAM SAM AND TOM BOSTON. 

Sangrado whose office and duty it was to feel of the 
pulse of Uncle Sam, and carry messages and cards, 
immediately repaired to the mansion house, and deliv- 
ered the result of his embassy, where he found the Chief 
Steward hi close conference with Uncle Sam's Ladv» in 
tlie great drawing room. — Madam appeared to be a little 
out of humor at the hearing some part of Uncle Sam's 
remarks, and the subject of conversation when the Sqm're 
entered being chiefly domestic, her Ladyship remarked 
that the great dining table which, originally consisted of 
thirteen legs, was out of order, notwithstanding it had 
been repaired at different times, it did not stand level 
on the floor. That even now when the servants were 
bringing on and carrying oflf dishes, an accidental blov* 
would frequently give it such a tilt, as to shake off the 
dishes and spill the gravy on the guests. And altho' 
five additional legs had been added to ity nt (llfjerrililt 
times, the vicious propensity of the tiling, still contiuu- 
ed. — They had discovered indeed, during the stev/ard- 
Siiip of George, that a large foreign Dog, of the Gene- 
van breed, had got under the table, and gave it such ii 
tilt as nearly to upset it, and broke many of the dislies. 
But this was not the cause of its frequent jostling, for 
ilie dog had been taken into the kitchen and fed w\6 
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had grown to such a size that^ he could not in his pre- 
sent state^ contract his hmhs so as to get under the table 
without much trouble. The Chief Steward was for har* 
ing it altered^ in totOy&nd instead of eighteen l^s, have 
but one. Or bring it to ^ kind of tripod in imitation of 
John Bulls dining table. Her Ladyship objected strongly 
to thisy for she said she knew her husbands disposition 
so well that she was sure he would knock out the brains 
of any Cabinet Maker who should attempt such an 
alteration. Jacques replied that in his opinion the 
amendment was practicable^ for let Uncle Sam only 6e 
sent off into the army it could be done in a trice wlille 
be was absent, and that if once done he was sure he 
would be pleased with it. But Madam declared that she 
knew his humor so well> that he would never eat off of 
it again, that Uncle Sam had always imputed the fault 
to the inequalities in the floor , and that he would never 
submit to any alteration in the Table, for she liad fre- 
quently heard him boast of the number of its supporters, 
and complain bitterly of the unequal surface of the 
foundation on which it rested. But upon the entrance 
of the squire this desultoiy conversation, yielded to 
matters of higher moment. 

War with Bull had been determined on, and the niiiul 
of Uncle Sam had been wrought up in some measure to 
the occasion. Sangrado, to be sure put the best face on 
that part of the message which related to the pulse of 
his master, because he knew very well what suited Jac- 
ques, and her Ladyship. 

The subject of the Strong box came now under con* 

sideration* The Large Genevan Cury above mentioned 

had been trained and employed to watch it. And so 

^extremely docile was he, during the period of liis puppy^ 
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hoody that his masters taught him to bark onee; a yea/ 
in token of liis fidelity and success in guarding the Strong 
box. And some went so far as even to affirm that the 
Cur gave as many distinct yelpsy as there were dollars in 
tlie Strong box. It was found on examination tliat more 
Cash would be wanted than could be gathered in the 
ordinary way. It was settled between the Chief Stew* 
ard and Madam^ that Uncle Sam should have a large 
bundle of Notes struck off at interest which he should 
sign at his leisure. These should bear interest, and 
should be considered in all respects, as shadounng forth 
so much real Cash, as they imputed by their denomina- 
tion respectively 5 and should as usual promise to pay? 
at some given future period. This they both agreed, 
would meet all the purposes of so much real treasure, 
But for form's sake, it was judged best to have the matter 
debated before the whole family. The matter being 
laid before the household her Ladyship introduced the 
subject, and stated the advantages of tlie scheme. She 
expatiated at length, on the facility with wliicli this kind 
of money could be carried and transported. She main- 
tained that being compressible into a small body, it was 
less liable than any other money ta the depredation of 
thieves and free hooters. That Gold nnd Silver were 
ponderous, and no man could carry ain* quantity about 
him without creating suspicion, lioldin.^ out a temptation 
to the crafty, designing and knavisJi. That a man might 
carry any given quantity of these notes about him, 
walk as light as a puppet and appear as tho' he was not 
worth a stiver. That no one could possibly object to 
receive the paper, Uncle Sam's respoiisibility being so 
well known ; consequently any tender law would be ta* 
t^Oy mmeceAsaiy, for lil^e well-brcw'd ale; it would tvork 
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'ihtlf into circulation and credit. And this species^ of 
Currency, added her Ladyship, accords well with the 
genius of the family government ; as these notes may 
be very pertinently termed the representatives of specie, 
so our government is often called representative. A 
general nod of assent, was expressed by the Noddles who 
sat around the room at the conclusion of this harrangue 
of her Ladyship, but Tom Boston, who happened to be 
present, and was in tlie habit of being heard on such 
occasions, was observed to look rather sour, while Mad- 
am was delivering her speech, and, when her Ladyship 
liad finished, rose and made a few observations in reply, 
" I imagine, said he that this mode of supplying the 
Strong box, will not be found, on experiment, to have all 
ilic advantages, which this plausible theory seems to 
j)roniise; nay this mode of creating money, if not pro- 
pcily jnanagcd, may produce great incorxveulcnce, and 
mischief. It will be received for a while, perhaps, with- 
o!it much difliculty ; but it is idle to think of giving it a 
|icnnaiient currency to any considerable amount, upon 
the mere general reputation of Uncle Sam's responsi- 
bility. For altho' this kind of paper has frequently been 
made to answer the most ordinary and important pur- 
poses of Coin, it never can establish itself permanently 
without having the precious Metals to back it, and for 
the basis on which it rests. It is not sufficient that a 
man is worth the full amount, or double, or treble for 
which he gives his paper. For all property excepting 
the precious metals, is subject to change, and hable from 
a thousand causes beyond the control of the most dis- 
cerning, to lessen, or depreciate. Neither is it sufficient 
that a man is able to take up his paper, and give a solid 
consideration, but the fund which constitutes his meam^ 



liitilst be ^ miioa^ aid to afford a- fkeility of meeting 
his engagements, at all times^ and that without any lose 
to those who hold his paper : and it is further quite mt^ 
terialy that his fund, as well as the Staminay on which 
depends its occasional repletion, should be so conducted 
and secured as to place both as much as possible beyond 
the reach of contingency. Now if Uncle Sam issues 
these notes, some portion of the revenue, which is least 
liable to be affected by any changes that can happen, 
must be pledged for their payment or redemption. — If, 
Bs I hear it whispered, we are about to have a contest 
vrith Bull, his superiority on the great waters will enable 
him to sweep our Commerce from the Ocean. There- 
fore to base your Notes on the revenue to be derived 
from commerce, would be the height of presumption, 
You must resort to taxes, Uncle Sam must place his 
independent farmers between his notes, and tl\at de- 
struction which would otherwise be inevitable. Pursue 
a different course, and you will shortly see your notes 
advertised with the prices current annexed, like other 
vendible property 5 the substantiated metals will be the 
standard, by which the relative value will be rated, mui 
the fate of the continental money of the revolution, will 
be the fate of this. It will be in the end like the nianiia 
that fell in the wilderness, " He that gathered much ha- 1 
nothing over, and he that gathered little had enough.-' 
I have no expectation, however, that any thing, that 1 
have said or can say, will be regarded, this is not the 
place where important measures are projected, or de- 
cided on, in any other way than by mere form, what 1 
have said is the result of my feelings and the aiotivr 
which prompted me, a stnse of duty.'^ 

4* 



At the close of these remarks^ her Ladyship took a 
huge pinch o£ Rappee^ rung for a servant and asked if 
dinner was ready ? being answered in the affirmative^ 
the conference broke up, but it was evident that her 
Highness did not rehsh the sentiments of Tom, much 
less the boldness with which they were expressed. Some 
of the servants wondered at the impudence of the fel* 
low, and one in particular was heard to say, in a low 
voice tliat he ought to be civilly kicked out of tlie din^ 
ing-room. 

The cloth being removed tlie Chief Steward requested 
a closet interview with her Ladyship on business of im- 
portance. Jacques stated that Uncle Sam must be' 
managed in this business witli proper address, that he 
had been listening behind the door and heard the inso- 
lent language of Tom Boston. Now said he with the 
rcgard to the substantial means Tom is right ; the course 
he has pointed out must be the one, we must finally pur- 
sue; but the present is not the time. Events must be 
I ipened for tlie crisis. Thomas the wise, has said much 
against taxes, and Uncle Sam has been wonderfully 
])leased with the doctrine. You know, my Dear, we put 
oKl John Braintree out of ofiice by decrying his tax and 
nuvy systems. We must be a little softly about this, we 
must use policy. Let the contest be brought on immedi- 
ately. This will set the family in agitation, then we caa 
gag this Yankee scoundrel, and keep him from filhng 
tlie ear of your beloved Spouse witli his hypochondriac 
stuir, and if he will not assist, at least make him passive- 
ly neutrttl. The same reason should apply with regard 
lo the forces to carry on tlie contest. You know how 
much we all cried out against John for raising an army 
-witlioUt any occasion. There was no war 3 we told 
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Uncle Sam, that John had some evil design against his: 
possessions : — ^the ol(! Gentleman's choler was inflamed j 
we raised the Devil about John's ears, he was glad to 
get out of the way, and by the same means we drove 
Uncle Sam's former wife out of the house and then post- 
ed her as tlie saying is as " Eloped from bed and Board.*^ 
Whether these means were right or wrong, we were 
obliged to have recourse to them, at the time, in order 
to get possession of the places we now enjoy. We must 
go to war in some measure unprepared. We are placed 
in this sorry predicament, but we must work our way 
out of it, in the best manner we cap. Bring on the 
contest, and then, we can enlist men, and it is not such 
a very great number that we shall want. I should be 
glad, indeed, if we were well out of this cursed scrape, 
— but I don't see how, — we have said so much against 
Bull, and battered him so much with our tongues, in 
order to inflame your Husband against that cursed rogue 
Tom Boston, that we can't very easily back out. We- 
have borne so many kicks from Nap that he completely 
despises us, however thiS we can bear with, and Bull ha^ 
grown SO intolerably msolent, that he cares no more for 
a proclamation than he does for a paper rag. And 
there's that Devlish Tom Boston would rib roast ujs. 
eternally if we should give back now. A bad — a bad 
scrape, 1 wish we were well through it. But above all, 
we have been blowing the coals under Uncle Sam, until 
we have iiet him " hissing hot." We have been heating 
him for these ten years, if we should flinch now we 
should be put out of our places faster than we ever 

came into them. An unlucky scrape, I wish we werr 

out of it. 



JMadmn heaitl the Chief Steward with a great varietjr 
of einotioui ; whenever he came to a pause^ she gulped 
die hot wind from lier stomach hke a steam engine, and 
when ]ie had finished his remarks, she rephed. 

I have had the same opinion with regard to most 
things ; the humor of Uncle Sam must, ns you say, be 
atudied and managed. But we must not carry the joke 
too far ; we have in many instances put his faith to a 
severe trial. Wlien you declared the Berhn and Milan 
decrees revoked, the <Ld gentleman had to muster all 
his credulity to swallow the declaration. Nap dealt us 
rather a hard measure, when he required of us to make 
the world believe what he could make nobody believe, 
that he believed himself. However, we have but one 
course to pursue, the more the thing is denied, so much 
the more strongly we must assert it to be tiue. Tlii« 
was the plan Thomas pursued, and always succeeded. 

Another thing has been rather hard for Uncle Sam 
to swallow, the John Henry business. A pretty round 
sum, to pay for nothing. A scurvy fellow, that Henry, 
nothing but a take in ; we must look out for such cliar- 
actersi A mere political swindler. Aye and what pro- 
Yokes me still more, the cursed Yankees lau^h in the 
sleeve^ and even throw it in our teetli, and wlien the 
iscurvy fellows are reprimanded for their insolence, they 
turn up their faces and reply, You taught us to be saucy 
when you repealed the Sedition Law. 

It is furthermore not a little unfortunate for us that 
Thomas the wise before he left the Stewardship boasted 
that he had so much money, we shall find httle enough 
before we get through this scrape. This was the weak 
side of this great man, he loved popularity to disirac- 
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tion, and nothing suits these large Landholders so much 
as to be accounted rich. But it is ever the part of a 
prudent husband to be n^odest in speaking of his wealth, 
that he may not provoke the cupidity of the desigs^ 
ing. 



CHAPTER V. 

AN UNACCOUNTABLE BUSTLK ABOUT THB GREAT WIGWAAT 
-—WONDERFUL APPEARANCES — APPOINTMENT OP BA- 
SHAW! AND PACHA&-— COUNT SCRATCH-Ufi-OFP's EXPEDI* 
TION-HSANORADO READS THB DECLARATION OF WAR TO 
UNCLE SAM. 

Now war; with all its horrors began to stalk before 
the rarified imaginations of the knowing ones as they 
collected spontaneously about the great Wigwam, when 
the starred and striped ensign waved in party-colored 
splendor 5 and Cliiefs of high renown came forward with 
tlieii^retensions to some distinguished post of honor in 
the service of Uncle Sam, each to receive the rich re- 
ward of those faithful and glorious services, not which 
he had rendered 5 but which he was ready, under oath, 
to promise for value received, that he would render sixty 
or ninety days after date, to that Country which had 
been the cradle of his birth, the nurse of his infancy, 
and was about to be the witness of his deeds of fame 5 — 
to that beloved parent Uncle Sam, who had so often 
dandled him on his knee and filled his dish with horn- 
miny in his boyish days, watched with paternal vigilance 
over the sinuous wanderings of his riper years, and be- 
stowed on him the rich inheritance of freedom \ It was 
indeed a most sublime and affecting spectacle I enough 
to melt a firkin of Boston butter, in the midst of June, 
(^or it was about this time,) at sight of such hallowed 
patriotism. It was a sight, which a philosopher might 
kgilate with petrified am^isement, which Old Hornet 
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Blight gaze at with poetic rapture, aud which Bnnyaa 
himself might view with Hudibrastic fidgets. 

Here you might see the aged Hero who had led i|p 
the dance at twenty anuual elections, offering to prove 
his claims to preferment, and boasting with what fear- 
less constancy he had set the Electioneering battle in 
array — There you might behold the pert sleek-booted 
Jockey, declaring he could buy horses for the service 
of his liege Uncle better than any other man living* 
Also the i; wag-bellied Butcher, importuning for the of- 
fice of Contractor. But what much surprised aU, was 
the disinterested patriotism of some Newgate £manci<* 
pees, and Tipperary lads vociferating loudly for the un- 
3pake-able honor of having an opportunity of la3^ng 
down their precious lives for their dear native America. 
And what was still more remarkable, those who from 
beyond seas, had fled from justice, and had been sold 
for their passage, were seen to offer the compound obla- 
tion of their livenf fortunes and sacred honor. Still as 
you looked and wondered, the multitude increased and 
as they multiplied, the heat of their valor was augment- 
ed an hundred fold. Direful on that day was the meas- 
ure of wordy vengeance dealt out to John Bull. H\i 
honis were to be knocked off, not a hair was to be left 
standing on his callous hide, and then horrible to tell ! 
he was to be flayed alive and to be divested of the pos- 
terior dignity of a tail and to l)e driven, in this piteous 
eostumey around the wigwam, as a trophy of patriotic 
vengeance, to frighten wicked children aii<i for the 
amusement of the Ladies. Nor were the calamities of 
the evil-starM pull to slop here. His c|ominions on this 
side the water were to be taken and sold to pay the ex- 
pense of <^ tanning; his hide,^^ as it wa3 called. His 
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gnowfields his Beaver and skimk-establishments and his 
Grind-stone founderies were to be knocked down by the 
hammer. 

So great; and greatly confused was the noise^ that old 
Potomac^ altho' then bnnging in a full tide with a strong 
wmd, ordered it to halt; and perform quarantine before 
the wigwam, for half an hour. And tlie terrified genius 
of Goose Creek, shot uj) her goosy neck, a cables length, 
from the mud, to hsten to the horrific concert of so many 
Babylonian throats. And it is said that the wind for 
some time was so variable, from the alternate vibration 
of noise, and the rebounding of its sister echo, that she 
knew not for some time, which way to lay her featliers. 

But those who stood at a suitable distance could plain- 
ly perceive that the noise after a while gradually wore 
away and subsided, the crowd scattered and dispersed^ 
and through a spy glass, innumerable empty Gin Kegs 
and Whiskey Barrels were seen piled up before the 
wigwam. But such observers as were on the ground 
declared, that although the crowd disappeared, they 
eoiild perceive no abatement of the noise while they 
remained on it. 

This circumstance has been philosophically if not sat", 
isfactorily accounted for by my learned Uncle Zachary, 
who says that by the unceasing action of sound the 
drwfii and comfan of the ear, were so worn away by 
constant attrition, that as the noise subsided, the ear 
^rew thin and more sensible to the action of sound. 
And he moreover declares, upon the honor of a feather- 
|)edler, that walking over the ground the next day, he 
actually picked up fifty pairs of ears, \vhich had either 
beejEi thrown away as useless, or stormed off by the din. 
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addition to this many dead fish were seen lying on 
^Q^ir beams end on the Potomac, «ind floating down the 
Stream killed no doubt by the heavy peals of a?rial pat- 
riotism which flew up to the skies, and striking againi^t 
the elastic shell of the blue expanse, rebounded and fell 
with terrible force upon the water* 

The frogs in Goose Creek, lost their senses, and for 
some days, croaked without measure, or occasion. 
Thus far with a faithful record of facts ; it becomes us 
now as faithful historians to notice some strange events, 
which althou^ not without precedent in the records of 
other nations were considered as the harbinger^^ of 
some awful calamity. We mention them upon the 
mere strength of hear-say, and do not vouch for their 
authenticity. It was reported that the Cocks in the 
farm-yards crowed at sunset, that the fehne race, the 
'Cats, were afiected with a strange frisking sensation, and 
ran up apple-trees stern foremost, and that that boorish 
animal the hog would point his bowsprit with a gunners 
precision, at the full moon, in uno obtutu for half an 
hour, serenading her full orbed Majesty of the evening, 
as she made her debut from the chambers of the East, 
in plaintive and piggish strains. But as a certain learn* 
ed brother historian hath said, " We return from this 
^digression to resume the thread of our histor3%'' 

It soon appeared that the bustle about the great Wig- 
"wam was something of greater unport than a ^^ fitful 
farce," for on the third day after, there appeared issuing 
from that renowned hive of political and military wii-. 
dom, a host of worthies, commissioned, epauletted, boot- 
ed, whiskered and perfumed, for the ftiighty contest. 

And now, O for all the mouths of Hydra to recount — 
tlhe bands of Briareus — the quills of half the geese in 

5 
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Christendom — and the expedition of a hand-bill til^^^^i; 
to record their names ; and above all^ for the imng^f^^" 
tion of Homer, to paint their various virtues and claims 
to endless renown. There first we beheld, as (bief 
Bashaw, captain Pacha, and field-marshal, tlie great 
Dearbrosky, close on his spurs, followed Counts Smoke- 
us-off, Bloom-hoff, Scratch-us-ofi*, Tan-us-off, Admiral 
Smyte-us-off, Wind-off, Maccoby, Lewskoy, and a nu- 
merous retinue of attending offs, and hoffs, and scoffs, 
and ruffs, and scuffs ; and boys, and scoys, even whose 
hard names time and lungs would fail me to pronounce, 
even had I the brazen throat of Stenton 

Meanwhile there was such a fever for conquest ex- 
cited by so much patriotic pufHiig and blowing, that the 
Chief Steward and Madam determined to make one bold 
push, and accordingly they dispatched Field-marshal 
Count Scratch-us-off, with a body of about two thousand 
men, a long way through the wilderness, to seize the 
possessions of Bull, at a place called Sandwich. This 
was called " taking the Bull by the tail," before he could 
have any hint of what was passing. Pie was directed 
to make a most powerful and flaming proclamation, and 
ex more^ according to custom, to do as much wordy ex- 
ecution as possible. This part of his commission, the 
valiant warrior did not fail to fulfil, for being brought up 
and instructed by Uncle Sam's present wife, nay, being 
born of her, he inherited, in exuberant profusion all the; 
windy excellencies of his accomplished mother. He 
therefore without taking overmuch thought for futurity, 
advanced by forced marches, to reach the object of his 
destination, the certain goal of his fame. The Cliief 
Steward promised to supply all his wants — MaHam as- 
flared he would have little to do but to show himself^ 
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and h\s enemies weuld fly before liim^ like the timorous 
sheep fi-om the nedoubtable prowess of the celebrated 
l>oii QuLcote* A few days provisions were enough. 
C^nnoa were unnecessary, since their office could be 
go aUy supplied by the tremendous roar of a proclama- 
tion. The Field marshal advanced, crossed the Rubicon, 
and pubhshed his proclamation in the following words : — 
People of Snowfields ! 

After thirty years' peace, Uncle Sam has been drivei^ 
to take the Bull by the horns. He swears vengeance 
for the wrongs and insults he has received — The troops 
under my command are sufficient to execute that veu-^ 
geance ; and what I liave are no more than a wliorllc- 

berry compared with what arc to follow. I 

come to find Bullites, not to make them, I come to nurse, 
not to Rog you. — The wide ocean is between you and 
your cruel master, you have felt the switching of liis 
tail and the buttings of his horns 5 yet I do not ask you 
to cut off the one nor blunt tlie other. Uncle Sam is 
able to provide for all your wants. I offer you tlie in- 
valuable privilege of ^* managing your own affairs, in 
your own way.'^ I offer you the same liberty that Un- 
cle Sam, and all his family enjoy. Many of your fathers 
fought your inhuman master in defence of the inheri- 
tance of Uncle Sam, so that we ought to be viewed by 
you, as friends and not as enemies. I want none of your 
help 5 keep at home. If you ofler your service, I will 
accept it. Woe be to you if you take arms against me. 

Bat let me warn you against one thing. Do not arm 
these cursed savage Wampums against us, blood and 
vengeance betide ye if ye do. This war will then 
change, from a war of conquest, to a wiir of iiprootifca^ 
tion^ lSi<K BulUte. found fighting by the side of a iramp- 
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Ufn will be takcu prisoner. If reaiM wilT not Jiiipir*- 
toil with n sense of justice Tli ftogl^pitolo you. Uncle 
^in oIHts you LiL)erty and pcad^lyndiwoHich happi- 
iK.ss ::syou cnn sta^j^er under. Yonarefefl to your 
own Cvee will to choose snfi'ty or pcrditioDyfl^edom or 
ft»tlors, do as you phiiso tlit'ii, hi:t do as I bid yen* 

Wo are now obliged by the most unwelcome necessity^ 
ofleaving for a while this heroic adventureri and to turn 
our nttnition to Uncle Sam. Sanjrrado, as his duty 
was, had hern dispatched to him to make known to him 
ihe declaration of war, or in other words to furnish him 
with a fist full of reasons, and ter.ch his lips ihetoliyojid 
ilie wherefore^ he ought to make himself verj' angry with 
John Bull. 

The Squire found his patron, wide awake, and fully 
prepared to listen, for he had heard the uproar and 
noise from the Wigwam, and guessed the time was big 
with some weighty event- Sangrado approached him 
wjili an air of the most profound wisdom, and almost 
breathless said, Sir, your honor. Your Honor's Lady, 

and the Chief Steward send their best love to you 5 — 

Let tlie love Le, said Uncle Sam. I don't want to hear it, 
tor these kissing messages I find are nothing more nor 
less than a preface to some fresh claim on my patience. 
A declaration of war I suppose they send, continued my 
L^ncle. Nothing less replied the Squire, and by your 
Honors permission I will read it. Begin said Unde 
Sam and read slowly. 

" The experience of many years of the injustice cru- 
elty and intolerable tyranny of John Bull, moreover his 
treacher}', and his meanness, and his perfidy, outraging 
every right, civil, moral, natural, social and religious, 
disregarding every principle of honor, impartiality, jus^ 
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t/<de mni ftiRMn^, exempliiied in so many acts of out- 
x^4;e violenioe! flbtid oppression for so many years, in 
'defptte of ail 4f^ remonstrances, warnings, expostula- 
|MiBi and lotijeAties shewing the justice, tlie fairness, the 
equity theiiiipartiality the reasonableness of our claims^ 
-•H«)ld| hold, Sangrado, said my Uncle, pass over that 
0trinf and come to the point, I can never remember all 
that, any more than the Knight of La Mancha, could 
kee'J) count of the three hundred sheep as they were 
ferried over the stream singly — now I tell thee honest 
friend, all I wish to know is, the bone of contention— 
the matters and things of which we accuse Bull, simply 
and singly, clearly and distinctly, each in its proper or- 
der like tlie counts of an indictment, that we may know 
exactly what we have got to do ; mean time, I will take 
a memorandum of the charges with my pencil. 
Sangrado. Very well. Your Honor (reads.) 

1. He has blockaded the coast of Europe from Brest 
to the Elbe, by a proclamation which is contrary to the 
law of nations. May, 1806. 

2. He issued his orders in counsel, declaring it un- 
lawful for neutrals to trade from one port to another of 
France or her allies. January 6, 1807. 

3. He furthermore issued his orders in counsel the 
11th November following, by which all trade was pro^ 
hibited between neutral nations, and between France 
and her allies. 

4. He impressefs our seamen from our merchant 
sbips* 

6. He has stirred up the Wampum savages to Butcher 
the innocent inhabitants on our frontiers^ 

6. He sent the infamous John Henry to bribe Tom 
Boston and breed dil^turbance in the family* 



CHAPTER VL. 



INtKRVIEW BETWBSN UNCLE SAM AND HIS SQUIRE, CONTIIT^ 
UED — FRESH PROOFS OF THE INSOLENCE OF TOM BOS<» 
TON — SOME ACCOUNT OF COUNT SCRATCH-OFf's EXPBw 
DITION — SECOND ATTEBIPT ON THE SNOWFIELDS UN** 
DER THE AUSPICES OF ADMIRAL TOM-US-OFF. 

Well Sangrado, said Uncle Sam, is that all ? That 
is the substance replied the Squire. Now then inform 
me exactly, and with the precision of a Lai*yer, how 
much is to be required of our Adversary, on each par- 
ticular charge, or matter of complaint against hiro, 
that we may know when we have got through, Sangra* 
do, that we may not go to work " blind fold," as they 
say. Declare off, clearly and clerkly, succinctly and dis- 
tinctly and I will meantime note dowu the matter in 
my red pocket book. 

San. 1. He must acknowledge that his Blockade wa» 
illegal. (Very well, down — go on.) 

Satu 2 and 3. He must be made to acknowledge that 
his orders in counsel were a violation of neutral rights 
— he must rescind them, and make reparation to our 
Merchants for the property taken from them, and give 
us assurances that they shall not be renewed. (Vety 
well — score two f — ftoceed,) 

4. He must restore our seamen taken from us, pay 
them their wages, and renounce totally and forever his 
elaim of taking.them. (Down — go on.) 

6, He must disavow having had any agency in excit- 
ing the Wampums to acts of hostility against our fror.-* 
tier settlements.— fT/to^ next? 
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6. Lastly^ he must also disavow, likewise, any age 
in .Ending John Hei ly to this Country , lo create 
t^rbances in your family. Down — But pray Sangri 
continued Uncle Sam, did my Wife or Jacques di 
this Declaration. She did it, tlioiigh, I suppose, I thi 
I know her style : Did she not complain of wind in h 
stomach ? I know she has been troubled with such 
complaint for some years, and I am afraid it will k 
lier yet. — Before the Squire had time to reply to thes 
enquires the conference was interrupted by a suddei 
noise, which was nothing less than the insolent Ton 
Boston, who this instant made his debut from beliind a 
clump of bushes, where the rascal had been evedrop- 
ping and heard the whole that had passed. Uncle 
Sam's anger was enkindled, he called him an unmanner- 
ly rogue, and Sangrado lifted up his bludgeon to chastise 
his boorishiiess, and would certainly have done it, had 
he not accidentally discovered, in one corner of Tom's 
eye, something, I know not what, that looked hke the 
most desperate and fesrless determination : The inso- 
lent Yankee began. " So it seems we have not had 
suffering and privation enough yet, we must be put un- 
der tlie harrow again. We have jumped, as the saying 
is, * out of the frying pan into the fire.' But tell me 
Sangrado, how many pages are there in that paper the 
declaration of war, I suppose you call it, which you 
have just put in your pocket.'' 

San. Fifteen. " Is any thing said about Nap and 
the injuries he lias done us ? O yes, here it is — (reads.) 

" The Committee do not hesitate to declare that 
* France has greatly injured the United States, and 
^ that sati8f:;ctory reparation has not been made for 
^ many of those injuries. But that is a conceiTi which 
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^thc Uuiied States will look to and settle thaitf^eiveH' 
^ Tilt: high clmracter of the American penple, is a ^uf 
^' ficieiu pledge to the world tliat they will not fail i^ 
^ settle it on conditions which they have a right t0 
<< claim.-' Is that all, said Boston ? all, replied the 
Squire. Well, continued the speaker, a sliort horae is 
soon curried. And pray let nie ask, is not a loss of 
property ns distress! ig to a man when taken by B, as 
when it is occasioned by A ? and is freedom less dear, 
or slavery more tolei'able, in the dungeons of Nap, than 
in the ships of Bull ? Have you counted the cost of Uiis 
contest ? are your seaports and harbors in a state of 
security and prepared for an attack ? Have you an ar- 
my raised sufficient to carry your threats into execu- 
tion and obtain the redress you claim ? — Had you re- 
sisted the encroachnjents of Nap on your trade at iirst^ 
as you ought, these Blockades and orders would never 
have existed. Bull in' reclaiming deserters to whom 
you have too often given shelter, and too frequently 
enticed from their duly, has some times taken your 
men. Li doing this, he clainjs no other right than eve- 
ry other independent nation has ever recognized and 
practised on. That in the exercise of this right abuse- 
es have frequently happened 1 do not deny. It is, and 
ever has been a grievance si nee our first organization as 
a political family. But to make war, to oblige your 
enemy to renounce this claim, is the height of folly and 
stupidity. Few indeed are the cases in which a natural 
born subject can absolve his allegiance. The cas© in 
question is not one. Even the right of expatriation of 
whieh we hear so much, in its most plausible features, 
grows out of the refinement of civil sociciy, and does 
not exist innhe individual as an abstract and independ^ 
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^iit priyilcy. For instance, a subject of one of tfie 
^rmaUi States emigrates to this country ; his prince 
x^claims hl^af}*-%e resist the claim, because the emi- 
' grant l»|/blk;ome a member of our society, and because 
UieykflSitog him would interfere with our municipal regu- 
l^tSons 5 but not because we have any natural right to 
bis services or because we are under any abstarct obli- 
gation to receive and protect all that fly to our shores* 
The individual was invested primarily, with no power to 
make a contract with us, or we with kim. Hence a very 
important distinction becomes evident. We ought to 
protect all emigrants who settle among us permanently, 
but the privilege of birthright can never be conferred 
but by the mutual consent of the sovereigns, inasmuch 
as to one belongs the privilege to release, to the other, 
to receive. Tiierefore our local jurisdiction on land is 
total and exclusive 5 but on the water, only partial and 
relative. The one embraces the entire interests of a 
single community ; the other, the rights of a variety of 
communities to which all nations £^re parties. The 
first territory we possess in fee simple, while in the other 
we are but tenants in common. — In the first case the 
integrity of our local and mumcipal jurisdiction protects 
the emigrant, in the latter, we are not invested with 
that jurisdiction ; of course, birth or the mutual conset 
of the parties interested, is requisite to consecrate and 
insure protection. With regard to the charge of his 
having armed the savages against us, he has already 
disavowed having any concern in it. It is brought 
forward merely to increase the size of the budget. But 
the charge of his having sent a spy among us, to sow 
the seeds of thsaflection, is the most ridiculous of all, 
^d I am confident it i» only brought forward at thi& 
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rime to rouse your passions^ my Leigc Uncle, a^niai' 
your Adversary, and to excite your prejudice ogilinst 
me and my family, and perhajis also to cover the dis- 
grace of being swindled out of dO/X)0 Dollars. 

I have only to add as a last and I fear unavailing 
duty that unless you refrain from listening to the sug- 
gestions of this proiligate and abandoned woman, you 
ai'e undone. Jacques and she put their heads together 
and resolve wliat tales to tell you, and you believe every 
thing, not ix'cause one syllable is true, but because you 
are told to believe it ; you believe not from probability, 
but by the square foot, yard or acre, whatever is offered 
you. Now mind what I tell you, Bull will never yield 
his principles of Blockade or orders, until you have 
properly resisted Niip's decrees which were the cause 
of them. He will nt;\ cr give up the right of search, un* 
til you Iiavc sunk his last ship, and the last square foot 
of his Idand. Agiiin, were you the maritime power, 
and John Bull the complainant, you would never give 
up this right, it is the right of eveiy independent nation. 
You would not dare give it up. And if tlie twercise of 
it is less useful to us than to him, this diQoreiice results 
merely from the different circumstances in which the 
two nations are placed. You say that tlie principles of 
your government, make it your duty to offer an asylum 
to the oppressed of all nations. Whence did you derive 
the authority to constitute a code of principles of par- 
amount authority to the principles of national Jaw and 
tlie rights of other nations ? It is a maxim in law '^ that 
you shall so use your own property as not to injure that 
of your Neighbor." You may go to war five, ten, or 
twenty years, my word for it, you will leave off whem 
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^(^^ %gvxky or worse in point of attaining any of the ob» 
*^^^ you contesMl for. 

'' As inigfat bd Mcpected this phillippic of the impudent 
Yankee was^not at all relished by either of the high- 
vaioded auditors. Uncle Sam with a careless, indiffer- 
ent and self sufficient air, turned and walked away, while 
the Squire, who had been ready to burst with rage, 
tendered him the homage of his profound contempt. 

We must now pay a visit to the valiant Field marshal 
Count Scratch-off. We left him in the dominions of 
John Bull, amusing himself with his proclamation, and 
belting his army at Sandwich, recruiting them by oc- 
casional excursions in the owl-pastures adjoining. On 
hearing the news of this invasion. Uncle Sam's wife be- 
gan to set her cap for the government of a new territory, 
and her gallants were heard to make large swaggering 
bets that Count Scratch-off would be in Quebec within 
three weeks, and it is even said that several applications 
were made for the office of Governor of Canada. Ad- 
venturers were flocking from all quarters, in eager ex- 
pectation of having a good slice out of the rounds of the 
Bull, and although there were not many who coveted the 
job of knocking the Bull down, yet multitudes were 
ready to assist in skinning and cutting him up for mar- 
ket. Among the most renowned and valiant of those 
who offer their knives, horses, and sacred honor, on 
this interesting occasion,, was Achniral Tom-us-off, Chief 
Steward of Stofilcs Land, sometnnes called the pretty 
Knight of the fiddle, from his assiduity and attention to 
the Ladies ; after this however, he acquired the name of 
Swagger master General to Uncle Sam, from the great 
2eal he displayed in driving out his tenants to protect 
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the frontier, while he kept his own sleek, sweet X?"*^ 
self out of the reach of danger. 

Mean time, our valiant adventuro* "having settle 
himself at Sandwich, seemed to be content with the N 
proclamation he had issued, by which he evinced an 
evident partiality to the ink-shedding instead of the 
Uood-sliedding s}'stem. 

Here he remained about a month, when finding the 
stupid inhabitants of the Snowfields, so dilatory about 
accepting the blessings of Liberty and safety, tliat with 
the most nettlesome indignation and precipitate active 
ity, he pulled up stakes and recrossed over to the terri- 
tories of Uncle Sam, 

This, or some other cause equally forcible and cogenti 
so roused the ' ire of the churlish nihabitanls of these 
desolate regions, that they crawled out from under their 
snow banks, put themselves under the command of one 
Master Brooks, a most daring fellow, who not having the 
spint of forbearance in his mind, nor the fear of gunpow- 
der and proclamations before his nose, followed the 
Field marshal over, foot to heel, and without shedding 
a drop of blood, took him and all his company prison- 
ers, being, as it appeared, determined not to part with 
their company at any rate. This ha])pened on the 14tli 
day of the 8th Month. 

The intelligence of these events reached the ears of 
CTncle Sam, and mild and temperate as he was, tlirew 
him into a paroxism of anger. He sometimes was half 
resolved to abandon the project of giving the boorish 
BuUites the blessings of Liberty. But the first Frost 
month after his Honor's wrath being a httle abated, he 
Collected another company, made up partly of the seiN 
roiiil^ of his own faiailyi and partly of the sons of btof- 
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Acs Land; and most graciously altcniptf^d to plant li.c 
tree of Liberly in another place. In lliis mrasure, lie 
was greatly assisted by the Valiant Kniglit count Tom- 
us-offwho SiCnt one of his own generals to command t! o 
expedition and assist m placing the rools oftliC tree. 

The p^ce chosen for the second attempt to innoci!- 
late the clown'sh Snowfaldians with blessings of LiberlV) 
was Queenston, a pleasant town separated from the 
dominions of Sam, by that frith of water which is 
kbwn by name the St Lawrence. Tlie famous attempt 
was made on the 12th day of the 10th Month, and in 
the early part of the day promised the most complete 
success I but Master Brooks suddenlj- made his appear- 
ance, accompanied by a host of his frosty Cossacs, and 
a multitude of the sons of Cain, who live in the forests, 
like wild beasts of the desert. Besetting the valiant 
Samuelites with great fury, he soon regained tlie con- 
quered ground, and obliged the Captain of the band to 
withdraw with great precipitation from the ground and 
recross the river- This he effected with great loss of 
killed, wounded and prisoners. Although John Bull 
claimed the victory, yet Uncle Sam gave him a most 
grievous scratching. He lost many of his servants, 
.among whom was the brave IMaster Brook. 

The effect of this attempt was nothing more than to 
teach Bull to be a little on his guard, and Uncle Sam 
that it would require more than six weeks, to instruct 
such blockish beings, in the saving knowledge of Repub- 
lican freedom. Naturalists tell us that a goose by 
proper management, may be fatted in nine days, a 
turkey in tliree weeks, and a hog in a given period ; but 
the blessings of " Peace, Liberty and safety" could not 
be crammed down the throat of Joha Bull far enough to 
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make any sensible alteration in his meagre appearance, 
although the Ragout was prepared by the most experi- 
enced Cooks, and the dish garnished with proclamations, 
and seasoned tvith gunpowder. A measure of this kinel 
appeared to require strength^ time^ and money. 



CHAPTER YU, 

WICKEDNESS OP TOM BOSTON— PROPOSALS FOR AN ARMIS- 
TICE — NAVAL TRANSACTIONS — PHILOSOPHICAL RSFLS£«- 
TIONS OF THE HI&TORIAN. 

We have already had occasion to $peak of the Gene-^ 
ral Covenant, by which the family of Uncle Sam was gov- 
erned. This instrument gave the Chief Steward authori- 
ty to call out the armed servants of the whole family, on 
certain specified emergencies : viz. In case of invasion, 
to subdue insurrections, and to put the laws in force. 
No sooner had the declaration of hostilities gone forth, 
when ofl-popped a thundering proclamation, requiring 
all the liege servants of the family, to vex, hurt, plague, 
worry, bother, and in every way, teaze, pinch, frighten 
and thump John Bull, to a sense of his duty, and in aid 
of these potent persuasives, the Chief Steward immedi- 
ately required of the chiefs of Clans in Tom Boston's 
dominions to put a certain number of the militia, or as 
they are humorously termed by the " Lords of the An- 
cient dominion,^' the Lenther-apron-interest, under the 
control of the Field Marshal-general. Tom Boston in- 
stantly took fire on hearing this order, and resolutely 
forbid his Bashaws complying with it. Holding the 
General Covenant in one band, and a clenched fist in 
the other, he exclaimed, " None of the occasions stated 
i/i the Covenant have occurred; these men are not 
wanted foi: defence — there is no invasion— there is no 
^vil <;Qmmolion-^tbe Laws are not resisted*" The 
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rhicf Steward replied that a power to correct an evi!|^ 
involved a power to prevent, and that if none of the 
easvs iiad actually ha])pe]ied, yet he had taken Ihemost 
f-ertain measures to hrnig on an invasion, and insisted 
on his right to the forces required in the order, and al- 
most intimated that ohedicncc would 1x? h.id in some 
5vay, either by hook or by crook. But Tom, stubborn 
i\s a mule, declared that if such an attempt was mstde 
" the flood that overwhelmed him must rise higher than 
his mountains — the storm that swept him, must tear him 
Prom the bottom of his vallies. and tliat sooner tliao 
yield, every vale should be a Thcrn}0])yljB, every 
lieight. Bunker's hill." 

On hearing this daring iKSolence of tlie hardened 
!Roston, the Chief Steward with infinite address shook 
tiis head, and nothing but the most consiimniate SclA 
f :ommand, kept him from sliaking his fist. Eut the liaj^ 
dened ingrate did not escape without punishment. Ofr 
ders were immediately given for a proclamation-burden 
of hard names to be manufactured in the Slang miUs^ 
and the Lamp black factories, to be hung in hand-bills, 
around the shoulders of Tom and his Coad^a-iores aQd 
apptigruitares ; who had the hardy presumption to resist 
the powers that be, or the authority, that tcould 5e. 
^\mong the Chiefs who distinguished themselves by their 
disobedience, were Caleb Codline, Roger Saybrook, and 
George Mountain. They too, partook lustily of the 
punishment which was meted out to Tom Boston. 

Tom and his associates were called. Rebels, Tories^ 
Bullites and Factionists, besides being obliged to suffer 
the excruciating tortures inflicted by 10,000 profound 
contempts, and to endure the unexpressible anguish of 
being— —Jet alone. 



But ivhat evinced the most obdurate and premeditated 
rillany, was these remorseless wretches, GaHio Kke, 
^ cared for none of these tilings.'' 

Since the thread t>f ativentures is broken, it may be 
well here to mention that John Bull, hearing that Nap 
had hy a proclamation revoked his decrees, rescinded 
his orders in Council, and proposed a cessation of hosh 
tilities. This, he fancied, might lead to an accommoda- 
tion^ as by it one of the principal causes of contentioil 
were removed. And indeed, had Uncle Sam been left 
to himself, his wrath being somewhat cOokd, it is believ- 
ed he would have accepted it. But the Chief Steward 
considered his honor concerned^ in obtaining the whole 
or nothing. And the event proved the wisdom of his 
calculations ; for he warred most valiantly more than 
two years, and then made a " Glorious peace'' on th^ 
precise terms now ofiered, saving that he gave up tlie 
privilege of catching fish in a certain place, and a small 
lump of territory, merely to prove the sincerity of his 
disposition.- O Conquest, how resistless are thy attrac- 
tions ; Honor, thou art something more than a ^ trim 
reckoning,'^ more than the image of ^ him wlio died 
yesterday,'' or, in thy forbidding presence, Nature might 
be permitted to plead — and reason ta advocate I 

N«w courteous and delighted reader, since you aiid I 
have been m copartnership hitherto in this toilsome 
jourifey^frequently through unpleasant paths; let us now 
like two dogs long kenneled together, break out and 
snuff the ^ br^y gale/' the fragrant air, and seek, if 
not better, mcwe agreeable company. We leave for 
awhile the dosfume of masquerade, and tlie regions of 
QK^taphor/— we become ourselves and dare to be mcn^ 
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It was OB the tenth of February, 1799> the earth had 
not yet been broken to inhume the mortal remains of 
Washington, when the gallant Truxtoui encounteredy 
and took tlie Insurgent, one of the finest shlpi in the 
service of the French Directory. The day was as glo^ 
rious to tlic American people as its recollections will be 
grateful to future ages. The sons of Columbus^ had 
endured every indignity from that accursed band of 
Civilized pirates, which it was in the power of human 
wickedness to offer, had suffered the last outrage which 
the patience of a Christian could endure, or his charity 
forgive; when she would read in this important eventi 
that a beneficent Providence had yet some designs of 
mercy towards an ungrateful people, — that a redeeaiing 
crisis was yet presented, if they were disposed to em- 
brace it. The friends of Honor, of their Country and 
the Constitution, were awakened to hope, to gratitude 
and the holy duties of Patriotism. The triumph of the 
Naval hero was cong;>iete. His praises were sung in 
both hemispheres, in both worlds- Real Americans 
lavished on his name, their highest songs of praise : 
they did more ; they bestowed on him tlje rich bequests 
>of their gratitAde and love. The gentlemen of Loyds, 
recollecting that Americans were allied to them, not less 
by valor and the love of glory, than by blood, present- 
ed him with a service of plate worth five hundred dol- 
lars, as a testimony of their respect for his talents and 
his valor, as a proof that every true son of honor is a 
jcitizen of M nations, although he can be descended 
only from one* 

But the honor of the Naval Hero W9S short-lived m 
his own country. Tlie gangrene of political apostacy 
hiti pervaded tbe limbs of the body poUtic^ had taken 
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d^ep rooty and threatened slow/ but certain ruia. A, 
minister from the American repubUCy had, in violatioi^ 
not merely of his instrucHonSf but of the Uiws of honor 
and the restraints of shame^ offered to mortgage the 
resources of America to the profligate Directory of 
France. He was promptly recalled and censured by 
Washington. Instead of making suitable expiation for 
tliis ofGdncCy three Ministers were iaf terwards sent^ wh# 
dared to fulfil their duty^ to say that their Country had 
rights and insist on tlieir admission. A storm arose^ 
The advocates of American rights were driven from 
their places in the government, and men devoted to the 
interests of France were put in their stead. So glorious 
a thing was it to be the suppliant of a foreign Despot — 
so pc^ticaUy pious^ to outstrip the Divine behest^ ^ Love 
your enemies.'' 

A navy became the object of scorn and derision. 
The immense debt of England was cited as the ofi*spring 
of her overgrown navy ; her navy was declared to be 
the procuring cause of her perpetual wars.^ Our httie 
fleet was dispersed by the wind of popular disgust* 
We were declared to be land-lubbers in fee-simple : ten- 
ants of Earth and not of Oceanw 

The events which form the sequel to this interesting 
epoch of our history, are familiar to all ; they will be 
still more intinuUely fell by the hearts and happiriess of 
posterity.. 

Will it be credited by future times, that such was the 
temper of the American government^ towards anavy^ 
although then actually engaged in war with that power 
wbich they most dreaded anid hated, when the gallant 
Capt. Uuil informed them by hin letter of August SOth, 
1812; dated off Boston li{;ht bouse, that after aa actioBb 
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Guerriere to strike to the Constitution^ under his coebk 
mand ? But posterity wUl believe^ that although govem- 
nents may be corrupt, nations were grateful ! They will 
believe the declaration of the historian, when he asserts 
that this victory was received by the American people, 
withal that joy and gratitude which was due to the 
splendor o£ its achievement and the greatness of its 
consequences. The immediate effect of this victory on 
the pubUc mind, was the severest of all censures, bo^ 
on the long pursued policy, and the belligerent measures 
of Government. It was the first ray of hope which 
penetrated those dark clouds of disgrace which had- en- 
veloped our military character. 

This was soon followed by the triumph of Capt. Jone%, 
who took the British sloop of war Frolic, after an actioir 
of 4& minutes. But it was the fortune of the gallant 
eommander himself to be compelled to surrender his 
victor-ship, the Wasp,, a few honrs after the conflict, by 
Uriking to the Poictiers, 74. Both tiiese events occurr- 
ed on the 18th October, 1812. On the 25th of the same 
month, Commodore Decatur, captured the British Fri- 
gate Macedonian, Capt. Carden, of 49 guns, after air 
action of one hour and thirty minutes. The Macedo- 
nian was one of the best Frigates of her size, in the 
Briti^ navy«' Sh^ had 36 men killed, and 68 wounded,, 
and as respected her masts and rigging, became a wreck- 
The Commodore's Frigate, the United States> lost 7 
men killed, and had 6 woimded,and was so little disabled 
after the action, that the Commodore declared that had' 
it not been for bringing in his prize, he should have' 
eontinucd his cruise. In this, as in both the preceding: 
actions, the siiqperiority of American gunnery, over that 
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of her enemy, was apparent. A steady, cool and de- 
termined braver}', indeed, was never wanting, but was 
always conspicuous. 

The close of tliis year was distinguished by the bril- 
liant exploit of Commodore Bainbridge, off the coast of 
Brazils, who, after a severe and well contested action of 
one hour and fifty-five minutes, compelled the British 
frigate Java, of 49 guns, to strike to the Constitution 
undet his command. The skill and science displayed 
l>y the brave Commodore, and his gallant crew, in lead- 
ing the Constitution to her second triumph, extorted the 
praises of their enemies, and claimed the highest love 
and giatitude of their country. The Java mounted 49 
guns, had a complement of 400 men, besides 100 super- 
numerary officers and men, going out to the East Indies^ 
with Lieut. Gen. Ilislop and StaJffJ and several other 
officers of distinction. The Java had 60 killed and lOl 
wounded. The loss of the Constitution was 9 killed 
and 25 wounded. The Java was made a complete 
wrecks and being lightened of her prisoners and thar 
baggage, was blown up. 

Before the extatic joy of the Nation had had time to 
subside, the news of another naval triumph, no leas 
honourable to the American flag, than any of the pre- 
ceding, reached our shores, which proved that the talents 
of our Commanders were as diversified; as the several 
scenes in which they acted, on the immense theatre, 
were distant. This was the capture of His Britannic 
Majesty's Brig Peacock, Capt. Peake, who fell in the 
action, by the United States ship Hornet, Capt. Law* 
rence, after a severe conflict of fifteen minutes. So 
completely was she cut in pieces, that although the ut- 
tnost dispatch ivas u9ed, 9he w^nt dtwn before tdc 
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wounded and priw)ners could ])e removed. Tliirteeiiof 
her crew wciil down, besides Uirce of the brave tars 
belonging to the Hornet. The circumstance? under 
which this action was undertaken, entitle the brave 
l^wrence to the highest reputation for boldness ot 
decision, and exactness of calculation, and will ever 
characterize it as one of the most brilliant acliievements 
of Naval enterprize. It was undertaken with a ship of 
iSuperior force, and within sight of the Espcigle which 
mounted IG guns, and lay during tlie action, at the dis-^ 
tance only of two leagues. It took place off Demarara^ 
on the 24th Feb. 1813. The Peacock bad 7 killed and 
29 wounded. The Hornet had only 2 killed andS 
wounded, and was so little damaged that she was fitted 
for action a few hours after the engagement. The 
brave and since unfortunate Lieut. Sliubrick,* bore a 
distinguislied part in this glorious event. 

Could the history of the lamented Lawrence close 
Lere^ no circumstance could arise to cnibitter recollec* 
tion. His next conflict, the issue of which is well 
known, covered the land with mourning, but instead of 
diminishing, threw a majestic and awful lustre on his 
fame. If the mingled tears of friends and of enemies^ 
add durability to the tints of the evergreen that encir- 
cles the temples o£ the brave, the wreatli of Lawrence 

• Lieut. Shubrick, was charged with dispatches from Cora- 
rnodore Decatur, after his subjugation of the Barbary powers 
in July last, to the Government of the United States. He 
•ailed from the Mediterranean in the Epervier sloop of war^ 
the latter part of the month, and had on board the liberated 
ci^ptives. As she has never since been heard of, it results that 
she must have been lost in some of the severe gales that prd- 
Xiule4 U9t season* 
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shall be distinguished by admiring ages, until the billoivis 
of old ocean shall forget to roll. 

The effect of these events, was, in no respect how- 
ever to influence the fate of the contest. While out 
brave tars were tearing the dusty laurels from the vete- 
ran brow of a gallant foe, a temporizing and incapable 
cabinet were dealing out a peck of flints to one half 
starved and unpaid army, a keg of powder and a bar- 
rel of whiskey to another, and cashiering the officers 
Of a third. While a constellation of naval victories 
dartM an effulgence of glory on both hemispheres, a 
kost of supernumerary and beardless officers, were 
'drying their shirts by grisly moonshine: a junto of ig- 
Bobles, with no patriotism but the love of office in their 
Tieartsj and no wisdom bnt mutual jealousy in their heade^ 
most profoundly judged, that the splendor of the tri- 
umph would be increased, by dyking out the waters of 
the St. Lawrence, with the puny efforts of a wheel-bap- 
TOW, and blowing up the ocean witli tlie hypochondriac 
wind of a Torpedo. The genius of Columbia presided 
over ttie destinies of our httle Navj", while the meagre 
gho^i of Don Quixote directed every movement by land. 
While the charming goddess was scattering laurels with 
the discriminating wisdom of a sage, the crazy Knight 
of La Mancha was most valiantly thumpmg his ribs 
agdnst a windmill. 

But we turn from the disgusting subject. We wiU 
not attempt a caricature, since hinguage and natare 
have denied us the materials for sketching the outline of 
a pi6ttire. * 

The neutral enqtiirer, the -tenant of another realfl^ 
and still more, didtiterested posterity wril have a right 
to demand ; ^< Did not these once deadly foes to a navyi 
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openly ronfbss their error ? Did they not instautly^ re- 
tract, and make the only atonement in their power to 
a degraded and long defrauded country?" No; so 
fhr from it, that the peals of rejoicing had scarcely 
done sounding, ^hen Democracy flapped her dusky 
wings, took the lovely infant in her harpy fangs, had 
tlie cliild named anew, and stood its god-mother. Nay, 
before the nstoiiishmcnt of tlie bye-standers had ceas- 
ed, she declared herself its legitimate parent, began to 
inflate its chest with the wind of adulation, and offered 
her Ethiopian breast to its coral lips. ^^ What, all this 
without a blush,"' Ah! honest friend, <* carry your 
coals to Newcastle," talk of blushes to a monument 
The wide spread waters of disgrace had deluged the 
land ; the redeeming energy of Columbia's fame, had 
fled to the ocean. Thus circumstanced, there was no 
room for delicacy of feeling, for the mincing ceremony 
of blushing. And it must be confessed the brazen 
visage of Democracy was admirably fitted, hammered, 
and disciplined for the occasion. Placed in circum- 
stances exactly similar, Satan himself would lack com- 
posure of countenance when boasting of the most 
humble act of Christian charity, performed by another. 
Well might a faction be proof against betraying any 
symptoms of shame, who could never be even suspect- 
ed of compassion. When the motives to patriotism 
have ceased to be any other than personal and tempo- 
rising no contrition is ever felt, but when ability falls 
short of ambition^ and the bosom which has dealt 
towards the war-worn soldier, with a treacherous hand 
and an icy heart, is warmed with other combastibles, 
thaa a sense of shame or love of coimtry. 



CHAPTER VIH. 

CONFERENCES AT THE WIGWAM — TRIAL OP COUNT SCRATCH- 
US-OPF — ^EXPEDITION AND WONDERFUL ADVENTURES OP 
fiMYTE-US-OFP— CAUSES OP ITS FAILURE — ^MISFORTUNES 
OP OUR FRIEND NAP — REFLECTIONS. 

*^ What a piece of work is man P says one — ^^ How 
noble in reason, how infinite in faculties !" and lie 
might have added, how diversified in talents ; how gi- 
gantic in ambition ! This learned exclamation, with 
the lucky addition, was forced on the author's mind 
by comparing the magnitude of the task he had under- 
taken, with the variety of talents, requisite to its faith- 
ful execution. When once a man by some unlucky 
whim of imagination, considers himself as a literary 
character, how blind must be his ambition, to undertake 
to be a historian, at the first onset ! to whisper in the 
ear of posterity, a knotty string of facts, leaning for 
aid, on that slender reed, a goose quill, and trusting 
perpetually to the " fitful freaks" of recollection ! Yet 
such, unhappily, is tlie case of every author, who 
makes truth liis pilot, and instruction his object. 

We are now to take a fre^h peep at the drawing 
room : the important events wliich wc have recorded t» 
the two preceding chapters made it necessary' for the 
noses of the knowing ones to form a perpetual focus 
of wisdom. The surrender of the valiant Count Scratch- 
us-ofiT, perplexed them not a little. They feared the 
Wages of Uncle Sam. After a short debate, howev^ 

7 



t>6 

It was considered best to charge the Field Marshal with 
being bribed by the gold of Joliii Bull, a charge that 
always rested heavily on the shoulders of his butting 
* Majesty. And this, it was thought, would the more 
easily go down, as the chief Steward had formerly paid 
fifty thousand bits of silver, to prove the destructive ef- 
ficacy of gold on Tom Boston ; so much expense, there- 
fore, having been incurred, to establish the fact that 
corruption was possible^ for which we had never realised 
any thing in return, it was thought Uncle Sam, would 
be under obligation to believe this merely out of cour- 
tesy. It was decided that the Field Marshal should be 
tried, with great form and solemnity, which was accord- 
ingly done. The charge of bribery was not supported; 
but another was resorted to, which by management vras 
made to answer all the purposes of a substitute — viz.— 
Cowardice : and, although the Field Marshal made it 
appear tolerably well, that he had not all that support 
which he had a right to expect, and was assailed by an 
unexpected host of the sons of Cain, yet he was made 
the scape-goat, to carry the freight of the charge of 
mismanagement from the sensitive consciences of for- 
tunate office holders, and thus the business ended. — 
The Chief Steward discovered great judgment in man- 
aging this affair. He employed a certain Squire Pear 
gock,and gave him a round two thousand, to appear at 
the trial and bedaub the unfortunate Marshal with the 
lamp-black of his imagination, and as he was a slang- 
whanger by profession, he fulfiUed his duty in a masterly 
style. Uncle Sam accepted the sacrifice, and made nm 
further rout about it. 

The exploits of the navy came next under considera- 
fim^ Heji:^ Sangrado had something to say* He de- 



dared that as he had the pubHshing of every Decree^ 
Bull, Ukase, Proclamation, and Manifesto to the family, 
he had a perfect right to consider himself the only gen- 
uine opinion-founder and whim-vender, in the family, 
and that accordingly he had some years since, declared 
himself the "organ of the public will,'^ and that as he 
had been directed by his employers to say many 
grievous things against a navj'-, and as the sivix»;r )R t*^ 
write it down, it would be a liard thing now to obhgc 
him to right it up. It would be like forcuig a child to 
•repair its own mischief, like rubbing the nose of a pup* 
py in its own filth. " And although,'^ said he, " I do 
uot expect to get my living by my modesty, yet it is 
very convenient even for great knaves, to have some 
respect for the character of being consistent in their 
knavery.^^ 

The honest Squire was answered b}^ a broad laugh. 
Jacques thought it very extraordinary, that a man who 
vas so well paid for his work, should talk about consist 
iency, " for so long said he as you get constant employ 
at your profession, what is the use of prating about mo- 
* desty or conscience. One might well suppose that a 
man, who had so roundly and so often declared, that 
the Berlin and Milan decrees were revoked, in contra- 
diction to positive and practical proof, backed by the 
declaration of Nap himself, might be prepared to assert 
any thing. As long as we are consistent in our exer- 
tions and devices to hold our places, and secure the 
emoluments, let consistency be wanting wherever else 
it may. Modesty ! indeed ! a wretch, who lives by 
lying; lies for a living and lives to lie^ to talk about 
modesty, or be squeemish about falling in love with what 
he> has so zealously labored to make every body JiatCf 



Uelrays a weakness which I should liave supposed this 
t'cUow, one of the lost to be 8us|)ected of." In shorty 
all agreed that ns it was formerly expedient to decry a 
uavy in order to obtain office^ it was now as absolutely 
ueccssary for thcni to support it, in order to kup their 
•ITices. None but fools and zealots would deny the 
doctrino << that the end justifies tlic means ;'^ and if i% 
was justifiable, by any means to obtain office, certainly 
tlierc can be no measures, which it wero not justifiably 
to adopt, to secure and retain it 

It was thought best however, to sa}' as little about the 
navy as possible — to keep boasting of its exploit*^ 
sing out " free trade and Sailors rights'* in every cornert 
:uid attribute our good fortune, whether by land or 
water, chiefly to the justice of our cause, and the con* 
sum mate wisdom of the counsels which directed every 
measure. 

Much was said about that modern Pharaoh, Tea 
Boston, who would not let the people go } but it win 
prudently concluded that as he had cited a former 
opinion of the present Chief Steward in defence of hia 
conduct, it was best to let the matter rest. The disas* 
tors in the North were bewailed, in tones between 
growling and whining ; but great hopes were entertained 
from the expedition which was then prepanng under the 
gallant Smyte-us-ofT, who, being born and bred in a 
warmer climate, would not suffer from the phlegm an4 
irresolution of the Northern Captains. 

To this brilliant and decisive expedition we now haSh 
ten with all the ardor of historic frenzy, confident the 
admirer of daring and romantic adventures will find an 
ample reward for the trouble we shall give him in pur* 
suing its details. The brave Field Marshal had made 
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the science of war his study in his retirement, and sa 
exact was he, in all his calculations, that it was said he 
could estimate to an half-pint, the quantity of water that 
would be necessary to fill the surrounding ditch of a 
mole-hillock, and determine within a quart, the quantity 
requisite to drown the groping tenants from their sub- 
terraneous palace, and drench their velvet jackets. 

From the realms of Tobacco, with an eye fired with 
the love of Glory, and a heart ready to burst with 
courage — a head filled with militaiy science to the fourth 
story, and a bi cast burning like a coalpit with patriotism, 
our Hero bent his course toward the theatre of action. 
Volunteers flocked after him from all quarters, like 
children after a show-man, or boys in the train of an 
Elephant. The abortive attempts that had been made* 
served only to enhance the credit of a succeeding en- 
terprise, and such a fund of glory, in prospeciif. was 
placed before the greedy ambition of adventurers, that, 
although Uncle Sam's paper scarcely went at par, the 
stock in this Glory or Laurel fund, sold readily at two 
hundred per cent. 

Julius Cesar writes of himself, (boastful fellow /) " I 
Game, 1 saw, I conquered.'' Our Hero, imitating and 

surpassing Cesar, came, and saw, and < issued a 

tremendous proclamation. It was near tlie close of the 
aaucy month of October; the frost had already nipped 
every vegetable but the evergreen, and chilled every 
drug but the cordials of Cupid, and the essences of Pat- 
riotism. Standing on the brink of the modern Styx, at 
the utmost boundaries of the fields of Stofile, the valiant 
Knight let ofi* the following expectoration of windy 
verbosity from his breast. 

7* 



<* Men of Sloflle's Land ! 
Id a few days I shall plant the standard of Uucif?- 
Sani) in the heart of the Snowfields. I have^ with me a 
powerful force, almost as many as I could wish ; but, 
knowing, as I do, your attachment to our beloved Uncle, 
and your passion for adventures^ I would accept of a few 
of you, if you offer soon, merely for sake of company, 
and that you may look on, and be able to teach your 
!ions how to conquer. I shall most certainly take all 
tlie possessions of Bull from him ; I will leave him nei- 
ther hide nor hair, root or branch. I will not promise 
you there will be no fighting ; but I will engage it shall 
not last long, for I have fixed the time when I will be at 
Quebec, even to a day. Perhaps you may be discour- 
aged by the failure of two attempts already made 3 take 
heai't my lads, the fault was not in the troops, but in 
Ujosc who led them. ' The Commanders were popular 
luea; but destitute alike of theory or experience in the 
art of war.' Come then ! and put yourselves under my 
direction, for a little time. I promise you good treat- 
uient, but you must expect to be subject to wholesome 
discipline. ^ Come in companies, in half companies, in 
pairs or single, and I will organize you for a sliort tour.' 
Come On foot, come on horseback, come in carts, come 
in waggons, and let some persons come with you to take 
each vehicle of conveyance back. Come, bringing 
provisions sufUcient to serve you for four or five days, 
and I promise you, to give you an opportunity to eat 
them up. Come then and share in that rich harvest of 
«lory, into which I am about to thrust the sickle. 
Vnother opportunity for so splendid an enterprize, will 
not offer during your lives. And how will your bosoms 
j^tirn widi anguish hereafter, when you sliall fold your 
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arms and iay, < Canada is conquered ; the laureU are 
all gathered; and I was not there.' '' 

Our adventurer^ as might be judged, soon collected « 
motley multitude around him. There you might see 
old (ellows with rusty guns, and young fops and fopllugS|i 
vritiiout any arms, only waiting for preferment, hanging 
round the Knight's palace^ to cateh if possible, a nod or 
a smile from his Eolian Majesty. Volunteers of ail 
ranks and descriptions were flocking Uy his standard.— 
One had a gun, another a bayonet fixed at the extremi* 
ty of a broom-stick 5 a third a cartridge box, a fourth a 
knapsack, a fifth a canteen, and sixth a knotted club.— 
Of clothing, some had coats> others shirts; some had 
shoes, and others stockings* And some, to make amends 
for the absence of all these precious articles^ had a blanket. 
In the Camp all was hurry^ bustle and confusion. The 
troops were daily exercised in all the important tactics 
and evolutions necessary to their approaching enter- 
prize* Mock skirmishes^ furious onsets, marches, coun- 
termarches, advances and retreats. In these operations 
many individual disasters occurred ^ here was a whiskey 
cart overset; there a gaming establishment routed. 
In one part, a party of Military Belles disturbed, in 
another, a drunken soldier trampled in the tnud. Day 
after day was fixed on for the purpose of crossing the 
river Styx. Peter the fisherman, was engaged to act as 
Charon, and invested by Count Turn-skin, with all the 
powers requisite to constitute him Stygian Admiral) and 
Ferryman of souls, (for in many instances there was 
little use to embark,) and every wherry, that plied on 
the Stygian waters, was stamped with the impri-matvT 
of requisition. At length the expectata dies, the wished 
for day arrived- The boats were ready; the comman* 
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ders were ready— the land of Promise lay in fuH vietr. 
Conquest invited, Glory beckoned, duty urged; Patriot* 
ism stimulated, the harvest was ripe ; — but alas ! the 
Reapers, — the Volunteers, had run aivay, the night be- 
fore. Will posterity treat it as a fact, or. spurn it as a 
calumny ; that sons of Whiskey, from the farm of the 
immortal Broadbrim, having emptied their Canteens of 
all tlie genuine whiskey, the aqua twitch-eye, which they 
brought with them from Home, decamped in one night — 
not by half " companies,*' in " pairs'' or " singles" but 
by hundreds, bag and baggage, of&cers and men, and left 
this vast harvest of glory to rot on the ground. Yet 
such 18 the fact ; I assert it with all the long-favored 
^avity of an historian. Various conjectures have been 
started as to the true cause of this premature decompo- 
sition of our Knight's army. Some asserted that he put 
the yeast into the Beer too soon ; others that lie put in 
too rmich ; others that he should not have drawn the 
corks so soon ; but away with these whim-whams, the 
historian will give his opinion. Every heer^woman 
knows that this beverage in its working stale, is in 
danger of throwing out the corks, or of bursting its 
containers whenever a thunder-gust comes over. Now 
Bull had roared most tremendously for several days> on 
the other side the Styx. Knowing (lie fate that was 
preparing for him, he put on a voice of thunder, by- 
which means, out flew the stoppers and'aZZ the fixed air; 
the patriotism evaporated, escaped^ and broke away.— 
And those who came as Volunteers, went away as sucli, 
-—true sons of freedom^ choosing their own time finr 
action* 



7« 

SONG, 

By one of the Fugitive Volunteers,* 

What's freedom, think ye ? — to resign 

Ourselves to others' will ? 
Without the license to repine, 

At pain, or threatening ill ? 

Can freedom heal a batter'd shin ; 

Restore our broken wind ? 
-Remove one puncture from our skin, 

Or calm a frighten'd mind ? 



We volunteerM to show our love 
For waVf and not for^ghtihg : 

Nor Patriotism itself can prove, 
Beyond this point, inviting. 

Fool-hardy wretch, that waits the blow, 
Till forc'd, at last, to yield. 

He ofiers the pursuing foe, 
His breeches for a shield. 

Far wiser he, that shuns the strife, 
And prudent, bends to reason ; 

Weighs well tlie value of his life, 
And learns to run in season. 

The coward only, ever fears 

The loss of reputation 5 
This loss the real Hero bear^ 

With harden'4 resignation'. 



74 

It is quite to our purpose to mention here, bow very 
ibrtunate it was, on the present occasion, that the Field 
Marslial, and Peter the fisherman, had separate com- 
mands in this memorable expedition. This circum- 
stance enabled them to tlu-ow the blame on each other, 
which they did, with so much dexterity, that Uncle 
Sam knew not against which to direct his reproaches : 
for, indeed, they threw the charges of " incapacity^' 
and " cowardice,'' with such rapidity to each other, 
that our Uncle sat, rolling his huge eyes first at one, 
then at the other, like a kitten, watching the })endulous 
motion of a ball of yarn, that in the end, he grew wea- 
ry and sick of both of them, and utterly refused to in- 
stitute any enqiury into tlie causes of ilic failure of the 
expedition* 

Shortly after this, certain causes rendered it necessa* 
ry for the wise ones again to convene at the great wig^ 
warn. Very important and urgent matters presented 
themselves for deliberation. Among the most promi- 
nent of these, were the misfortunes of our fiiend Nap. 
This fellow had raised himself from an obscure stat^ 
in life, to the command of a great empire 5 and being 
deeply skilled in the art of war, he subjugated the na» 
tions around him and put them all under tribute, ex- 
cepting John Bull, and Alexander Bearskin, who being 
stubborn dogs, would not so readily submit to his au- 
thority. As he could not readily get at Bull he deter- 
mined first to humble Alexander, who assisted John in 
all his undertakings. For this purpose he collected an 
immense army, and marched into his territoiy, or, as 
it is sometimes called the land of Muscovy, determined 
to plunder and burn the whole country. But the surly 
MuSiCovite had employed a Conmiander to manage the 
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contest that brought the adventurous Corsican into se- 
rious difficulty. Nap was met at the confines of the in- 
vaded territories, and his progress obstinately disputed 
at every advance, until his wearied and wasted army 
reached Moscow, the place of its destruction. To this 
the bloody fields of Smolensko, Beresina, and many 
other places, will, for ages to come, bear melancholy 
witness* The vast and comprehensive mind of KutusofiT 
was per4iaps the only one of all its cotemporaries, ca- 
pable of conceiving, maturing, and of carrying into 
complete effect, a plan on which depended the happi- 
ness of Europe, — the freedom and independence of 
the world. He retreated indeed before the enemy, in- 
to the heart of his own country, like a flood rolling back 
upon its own resources. Behind him was desolation ; 
before him the earth trembled. War had assumed his 
most gigantic form — his most terific features. Ambi- 
tion, on either side, prompted to the most daring enter- 
prizes and urged to mightiest efforts. At a single bat- 
tle whole nations were annihilated, whole provinces de- 
stroyed. The noble Russian, whose temples were 
bleached by the frosts of fourscore winters, viewed the 
wasted province, the deserted village, the smoking city, 
with dignified composure, not because his heart was in- 
sensible ; but he regarded these, as only partial and 
temporary evils, compared with the magnitude and im- 
portance of the objects in contest. The self-dubbed 
Emperor reached Moscow. The crafty Kutusoff with 
his powerful army had retired to the Southeast, and ef- 
fectually cut off every resource, and every prospect of 
supplies. Moscow was a captive city ; a desert 5 a ^ 
hermitage, and the funeral pile of the Tyrant's power, 
almost at the same instant. He had no resource but in 
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flight^-an ignominious rout, which was designed to show 
his disgrace in detail and prove the terrible consumma- 
tion of his ruin. Tlie flames of this queen of cities, 
gilded the pathway to the emancipation of nations-^to 
the happiuess of mankind. From it, the altar of fre^ 
dom was ignited and sent its blaze to the heavens. 
Not a solitary nation in the old world, but hailed this 
epoch as the jubilee of Europe, and sent up its offering 
of gratitude to the great Dispenser of mercies. Human* 
ity poured forth tears of joy as slie beheld the day of 
deh^nerance to the captive approach. In this develope* 
ment of the vast designs of Infinite Wisdom, the gen- 
ius of freedom r^oieed at the beneficent purposes of 
Divine Providence, towards a guilty world, and extend- 
ed her arms to vast communion of social man. 

He, who had for twenty years, chased repose from 
Europe, and poured out her blood as water, was in his 
turn, brought to taste the cup of afiliction and to escape 
for his life. He, who a few months before drove his 
chariot wheels over thousands of slain, now found his 
•way blocked up by enemies, and the perishing remains 
of his own army, and was compelled to fly almost unat- 
tended, before tlie unwearied pursuit of armies, whom 
liis own ambition had made his foes, and on whom the 
pale ghost of murdered millions, called for vengeance. 
And who, the future historian will ask, commiserated 
tlie monster ? What nation, that had heard his namc^ 
mourned his disasters, or awarded him its sympathy P 
Not one. No — accursed as is the moral condition of 
man, that nation has not been found, who could deplore 
liis fall. That nation could not long exist who could be 
guilty of such rebellion against reason— such impiety 
towjffds Heaven. One Gk)vemment; one Cabinet onl y-y 
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(^blush O Sun,) whose plans of self-aggrandizemciU weriR 
not yet consummated 3 whose deeds of wickedness 
<^ hated the light,^ ^^ mourned in secret.'^ One govem- 
nient ! — But it was not the Turkish — not a clan of tlie 
Savages — ^nor even the herding Brutes — no ; the faithful 
pencil of history proudly exempts them from so foul 
reproach. 

But who ? — ^the Index of truth shall point it ,out, — ^In- 
famy shall imprint its name with dyes prepared from 
the mud of Cocytus, its stains shall grow deeper througli 
descending ages ; — the waters that drowned the world 
could not bleach out the dishonor : nor the slrctun of 
Lethe destroy its memory. 
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<;HAPTER IX. 



^ANGRADO's SPECIAL CARE OP HIS MASTER— A VILLAGB 
BAR-ROOM — SPEECH OP AN OLD SOLDIER — FAMILY CON* 
FEREN'CE. 



Amidst such a multitude of disasters^ treading on the 
heels of each other, it became necessary to keep a 
constant eye on Uncle Sam, and lest he should grow 
weary of the sport, to keep a perpetual distillation of 
encouragement dropping in his war. Sangrado, to whom 
belonged the duty of rcconnoitering the feelings of hil 
adopted Uncle, was admirably fitted for his office* Alb 
indeed that ceuld be fairly expected from an obstinate 
and mulish adherence to his own opinion, aided by the 
most exact discipline might be justly counted on^ yet 
still would the unseasoned warrior, although not deficient 
in courage, sometimes throw back his eyes, and softly 
wish he had never embarked in the contest. 

When this happened, he was told by his faithful Squirei 
that it was dishonourable to retreat, that Glory nnd 
Honor must be searched for,-*-neither of them would 
search after hisa. The Squire, after the example of the 
Knight of La Mancha, had invented a sovereign remedy 
for every wound, and for eveiy disease excepting a 
lean purse, and a crazy reputation. So dexterous and 
happy was his genius, and so pat the apphcation of bis 
faculties to every emergency, that he was sometimes 
called, by way of distinction, the " mental-mulc-Doctor.'' 
His Dispensary was far better provided than that of 
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Shakespeare's Apothecary, for instead of a ^ beggarly 
account of empty boxes," he could show a sovereign 
remedy for all the wounds, pustules and pimples to which 
jhe consciences of Political Sinners, were subject. 

If Uncle Sam was defeated, he would immediateK 
cry out BravQ ! never hero performed so well ! — and 
boldly threaten to knock the fu*st man down that con* 
tradicted liim« If enlistments went on slowly, tlie pros* 
perous state of the country, and the high price of labor 
was the obstacle. If the loans woi'e not filled, Tom 
Boston was sure to take a cursing* Whenever Uncle 
Sam's paper fell, Toryism and British gold were the 
causes, and whenever the justice of the war was called 
in question, " Free trade and Sailors rights,'* was the 
answer. Our faithful Squiio carried his apothecarj^'Si 
shop in his head; his intellectuul cordials, his ^^ mental 
balsams" his "corn-plasters for the conscience," his 
^ fever powders for the brain," his " grand restoratives 
for courage," his " treasury blister salve," and his genu- 
ine itch ointment prepared to cure the " itch after 
office." Who would not willingly consent to be sick, to 
have such a physician, and such attendance ? 

But the scientific gravity of history is bound to en- 
quire : how could enlistments have a chronical progress 
in so glorious a cause ? If words had been hailstones, 
and had fallen in a single shower on the heads of the 
BuUites, then^ indeed, they had been ground to powder in 
lialf an hour ; and the business of recruiting would have 
had no place. But as the proverb says, " words speak 
in a whisper, and actions through a trumpet." Every 
^ne knows, that when an enterprise of such magnitude 
is set on foot, which depends for its success on popular 
40{»nia n^it is a]] impoxtont io act with great deliberatioiiA*^ 
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— LO act cautiously and slowly — and that one half the 
Battle is won by <^ raising the wind^'' as it is called 5 — 
the great art of War iu any government, consists in its 
being popular^ and how can a thing be made popular^ 
witliout talking about it to the people ? and how can we 
have talk without words, and how can we have words 
without wind ? the very bumumm bonitm of nine tenths 
of the words that are used. Every Blacksmith will tell 
you tliat no man can blow the bellows, and <* strike, 
while the iron is hot," simultaneously, at one and the 
same time. And Thomas the Magician, the wisest man 
ihal ever ran away in the day of battle, can declare how 
difHcult it is to speak well and act well at the same time 5 
nLy from his own experience could pronounce how near 
;l approaches to an impossibility, to perform what we 
have promised especially if we have made fair and jffo^ 
fj^ring promises. 

The author of these wonderful adventures recollects 
ihat one day as he was sitting in the bar-room of a vil*' 
lage Hotel, where a Lieutenant in the recruiting service 
had taken his lodgings, he found himself suddenly sur- 
rounded by bar-room politicians, who either moved by 
principle, or the desire of being noticed by the Lieuten- 
ant, who was strutting across the room with a segar in 
his mouth ; all approved much of the war, and highly 
commended the wisdom and prudence with which it was 
conducted. Among a quorum of speakers, the attention 
af the learned auditory was soon monopolized by a inan^ 
who appeared to be turned of fifty, (and to the authors 
knowledge had turned down many a glass of grog in 
that bar-room,) not less from the consequence he assum- 
ed, than from an emphatical d — ?i it, with which he 
rounded every period. Having modestly confessed that 
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ht fiarf tone armiS, in the Revolution^ and proffered \ns 
service ^gain^ if the " necessity of the case^^ required, he 
went on to prove, that our contest with Bull, was a 
war of defence, and that invading his territories, in the 
present instance,^as an act of retaliatory justice, in all 
respects defensible. That he was surprised that any 
one should thiiik otherwise ; that we had certainly a 
right according to the example of Bull himself to pun- 
ish an aggressor, even through the medium of an unof- 
fending neutral. But he would not^lie said, confound 
national witbw^roZ law, nor had he any occasion, in tlie 
present case, to resort to this expedient ; for the inhabi- 
tants of Canada^ although. Colonists of the Mother 
Country, and in a relative sense, only Provincials, were, 
notwithstandiugy morally a party Ifo all her acts, and 
liable for any daim which might be established against 
the parent Country. Canada Wps a limb, a member of 
the animal who had offended us, and it was ridiculc.jr 
he said, for any one to pretend that because wc could 
not seize the animal by the horns or beard, we m'l^ht 
not therefore lay hold of the opposite extremity. Willi 
this view of the subject he declared himself gnatly sin- 
prised thai the army should not be immediately filled 
up, and he was confident tliat after his countrynicn had 
had time to reason properly on fhe subject, ihere would 
be no difficulty in enlisting men. If however, govci n- 
nient could not ohtain men by enlistments, he deilaixd 
himself in favor of forcible measures, such as tliey liiue 
in France — they raise an army in a fiurry there — llie\- 
unc'erstand it, d — n it. At the close oftljls harangue, Ji 
form appeared, — a man venerable for his years;' Iiw; 
pace ^^ slowly solemn by leugth of days,*' introduced his 
wasted figure into the company, and the instinctive ic- 
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spect due lo age, detached our eyes from tfie speaker- - 
and for a moment perha})s prevented reply. The vene- 
rable whiteness of the strangers locks, bespoke him 
■' worthy of four score/' he was helped lo a chair, and 
was no sooner seated than he began. " The war — the 
war, I sup|>ose you are spc^aking of Gentlemen, for I 
Kstened a moment at the door as I came iji. Weil^ I 
?iave been through two wars, I am too old now, — I was 
a soldier in tlic old French war, I was three years in the 
war of the Revolution. — But, some how, we had difiep- 
ciit times lhcii,tliose wai-s were more popular than this^ 
bounty was less, wages were less, the population of tlie 
konnlry was notlu*ig to what it is at present, yet enlist- 
icents went oii, the army was filled up, there was not 
l.alf the opposition to those wars, that we see now."— 
"' But iiuerrupted our former speaker, did not the same 
men oppose the war of the revolution, that oppose this> 
llie torjcs.'^' — Aye, the tories resumed the sage, but foF 
the ingenuity of some of our modern politicians, I 
bhouLl have supposed that the office of tory was vacated 
at the treaty of peace, which acknowledged us indepen- 
dent ; but as I perfectly recollect all the circumstances 
atte«ding the beginning of the revolution, I will infornoi 
you, concerning the causes of tlie grand division of our 
people at that time into whigs and tories. — When a 
revolution fast commences, it is rebellion, after it pro- 
gresses, still it is rebellion, until success gives it charac- 
ter and rcspcctabihty. la the commencement of all, 
great changes, energy and decision are essential to se- ' 
cure success, let the cause be good or bad. The phi- 
losopher reasons, the sage deliberates, the multitude act^ 
Reason vuty be the legislative^ but the mob must be th<i 
^ecutive powen What is termed prudelice and promp- 
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titiide therefore^ in plan, often becomes cruelty and 
frenzy, in execution. The oppressive measures of the 
British Parliament v^ere resisted, as indeed they deserv- 
ed 5 but to give to the abhorrence of them, the greatest 
possible weight, it seen?ed necessary to the sagacious 
many, that full utterance should be given to an undivid- 
ed and unanimous denunciation. Committees of safety 
were therefore constituted in every town, parish and 
borough, as conservators of the public weal, to take care 
that tlie em])ryo " republic should receive no detriment.'^ 
These municipal tribunals were composed of men whose 
faith was strong, and whose resolution was unquestiona- 
ble ; not always indeed, did the wisdom of Mentor, or 
the philosophic hbnesty of Aristides characterize their 
measures; but zeal, with or without knowledge; zeal 
was not merely the evidence, but the leaven of patriot- 
hsm. I need be at no pains to demonstrate to you, that 
H is impossible for any subject, even of the highest 
national importance, to appear in the same light to all. 
The greatest simplicity of features may distinguish it 5 
yet the dif!erence of constitiftions, habits, education, 
manners, local and national attachment and prejudices, 
will give it all the capricious hues of prismatic variety- 
Very few comparatively at that time, attempted to jus- 
tify the oppressive measures of the parent state. But 
some were disposed to temporize — wait events — and 
proceed with caution. Others considered that to repeat 
our petitions for redress might be better than immediate 
resistance. And not a few, some of whom were allowed 
to be good judges, prognosticated an unsuccessful issue 
to the contest, — ^they feared the infant would be crushed 
by the first effort of the veteran and skilful adversary. 
Timidity and doubt were construed. disaffection; disaf- 



fectioD to so good a cause was overt treachery, to dmibti 
therefore, was literally *• to be ilaiiiiied." Like a school- 
master, who treats the timid and stammeViug child with 
the sunie severity that he inflicts on the perverse and 
obstinate, tliesc committees of safety, proscribed all 
whoso len^lli did not exactly fit tlieir iron bed, and who 
could not pass unsingod. through their fiery ordeal. 
^Vhen it is recollected that these tory-f:ictories were 
established in evcM-y town, and that each prosecuted ittf 
pious labors with Inquisitorial zeal, it cannot be won* 
dered that a host of internal enemies were procured,- 
against the most sacred cause, that ever aroused die 
zeal and enlisted the feelings of men. He, whether 
guilty or innocent, who is persecuted for a traitor, who- 
sufiers and who is branded as a traitor, can never be 
reconciled even in the abstract to a cause, v.hich ha2^ 
been the chief agent of his persecution, and of prema^ 
ture war on his opinion. I am not, gentlemt^n, coiv 
demning the measures of our patriotic fathers, — as little' 
would I even be thought to justify those who opposed 
their glorious efforts in bringing forward tlic revolutioB. 
I am only proving that in such seasons abuses will exist,- 
and « that offences must come,'^ for they are inseparable 
fi-om the condition of man. But I would forever de- 
nounce that policy, which, at this late day, when the 
fever of the conflict has gone over, would rekindle the 
flame, and make the civil war of passion eternal. At 
that time, far the greater part of the most obnoxious* 
and all who had taken an active part, left the country. 
Most of them now are buried in the solitude of the grave,^. 
and are beyond' the reach even of official censure. With 
regart! to the lew who were permitted to remain in an 
inactive state, are not the reproaches of their country- 
men for more than thirty y^ars, a sufficient punisliment 
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i'or err<or of opinion ? You have seen them indeed, since 
the close of the revolution, unite themselves with Wash- 
ington, and those patriots who at a critical and fearful 
crisis formed our Constitution. 

You have seen them arrange tliemselves on the side 
of order, pending three dangerous insurrections. So- 
lon enacted that no one should speak any ill of the 
dead ; for humanity teaches us to spare those that are 
no more, and good policy should prevent hatred from 
becoming immortal. But hatred to this class is not 
the ultimate object of those who abuse it. It is the pol- 
icy of the ruling party to keep up the spirit of reproach, 
an^ transfer the odious name of tory to all those who 
oppose their measures. To effect this object they have 
sacrificed millions to the French des pot, and sold the 
nation to his influence. To effect this they have de- 
clared war^in order to make a distinct re-division of 
the people, and to apply to them the revolutionary no- 
menclature of whig and tary. And view it as you wil!^ 
•ur Rulers are at this moment bemoaning the fallea 
fortunes of their tutelar saint and political puppet-man- 
ager, with very interested tears and Spaniel whining. 

Already have the mandates of proscription gone 
forth, and attempts have been made by the parisites <^ 
power, and expectants of office, to teaze the nation iii- 
to a war-fever. The political purgatory has sent forth 
its stench from near the seat of government ; an at- 
tempt as foolish as it was wicked has been made to 
stifle the voice of opinion.* Those who oppose tliis 

• The Baltimore Massacre, in which Uie brave General Lin- 
gan lost his life, Mr. Hanson and many others piled up for 
dead, after having destroyed Mr. Hunson's printing oflice and 
committing; many other outrages. 
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war are already denounced cs torics. If this were trut* . 
and if the opposcrs of the war possessed half tlie turpi- 
tude that is ascribed to thein, 10,(KH) of the enemy's 
troops would march over the countrj^, and eveiy for- 
tress and principal city in the Union would be in their 
hands in less than three months. If our rulers them- 
selves believed wliat they are endeavoring to make the 
people believcy they would not rest quietly in their 
houses, or .sleep in peace. Undei such circumstances 
can any one wonder why the army is not filled up ? 
When those who prepared and made the war will en- 
courage it only by wordsy whither are we to look for 
help ? do you expect those whom you have branded a& 
tones and traitors at the first outset, to volunteer in yoiur 
crusade against those phantoms which our abominable 
servility against the French despot has engendered \ 
We have already had too much of this bar-room patri-«> 
otism. 

The result of this contest wiU prove, that ^ popular 
government must never engage in war witiiout the uo^ 
divided assent of the people. It is even questionable 
whether England who has made war her trade, ever 
engaged in it with so small a majority as our Govern* 
meat have in this instance* Strengthened a$ the Mon-^ 
arch \% by a powerful aristocracy and fortified by an 
immense civil and pension rolls, no ministry dares 
risque a war in defiance of as respectable and powerful 
a minority as are now in opposition to this war. The 
experience of our present rulers will, besides, teach them 
this truth, that their present supporters, hawever strongly 
they advocate the war in opinion^ yet they go no further .» 
If war were to be maintained by preaching alone, they 
vrould supp ort it tp admiration, The war-party ajfe 
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giants ill faith and emmets in practice. Yet if the pt&d- 
ple have, in this respect deceived their rulers, the latter 
may console themselves, that they have set the multi* 
titude the example. They have so often cried <^ Wolf 
without occasion) to serve electioneering purpose5> 
that the kennel of courtiers from the Major-general 
down to the street scavenger, have learned to bark from 
instinct rather than from reason, and have become ac- 
customed to testify their usefulness and fidelity to their 
masters, by the exactness of the time, and loudness of 
their notes, in returning the echo. Do not think gen* 
tlemen, that I am the advocate of the enemy. I know 
and acknowledge that you have received much injury 
from them, for which you are entitled to redress- And 
although tlie war may he just as it respects the enemy^ 
yet inasmuch as it is impossible to obtain redress in the 
way we are seeking it, war could not be expedient, and 
if not expedient, it is certainly unjust^ as it respects our- 
selves. If the balance of human evil produced by 
this war is likely to be against us, — if sacrifices are 
required of us without any prospect of an equiva- 
lent, it becomes us even itow to pause. It was the du- 
ty of our rulers before they made us a party to this 
conflict to enquire, how far an impartial course of con- 
duct between France and England would have prevent- 
ed many injuries, which we complain of having re- 
ceived from the latter power. Our administration ea- 
sily made the people believe that our poor Sailors suf- 
fered no serious evil by being plundered and immured 
in the dungeons of Bonaparte, after having their ships 
burnt and themselves stripped of every necessary of 
life. Nature speaks out and tells us that the miseries 
«f a dungeon are the same whether on land or water^ 
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that slavery is odious however disguised. After 
Administration had thus succeeded in hardening 
hearts of tlieir supporters against the miseries of t 
countrymen in one instance^ it is demanding too n 
of them to endeavour to excite any thing more 
nominal sympathy by bawUng out < Free trade 
Sailor's rights." 

The family Divan having again assembled, the i 

and indivisibility of Uncle Sam's rights, came once i 

under notice. The lucky thought was suggested \r 

Owen (A rat of great age and stiU' greater roguery 

had gnawed into the cabinet to keep the bows an 

rows in order) that it might be proper now, sinc< 

friend Nap had been unfortunate, to lower our torn 

soften down our demand. The Chief Steward an 

first Clerk opposed an immediate abandonment 

single claim on this account, '^ inasmuch as'' sai 

<< Tom Boston has always charged us with having 

cret understanding with Nap, and if we should ( 

our demands, the moment we see our friend in dis 

that circumstance alone would go very far to pro\ 

charge that has been made against us. It is no 

certain that our friend, the Champion of the rigl 

man, has utterly fallen } but it is true he has rec 

a most sorrowful drubbing. He may yet recovt 

strength. But if I knew that he would never be 

to make another efibrt, for the reasons already { 

we could not at present abate a single claim. We 

war at least one year after all hope of assistance 

our Corsican friend is forever gone, to save appe 

ces ; to make Uncle Sam believe, in case Nap 

that we never had any connection with him. But 

event of his success^ we shall |>e able to ^secure s 
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olgccts we arc coiiteuding for, in which case we shall 
have no occasion to be troubled about the charge of 
foreign influence. Another consideration was of some 
importance. Nap had always been our friend and good 
policy forbids us to cast him off until all prospect of iiis 
being further useful to us has entirely vanished.*' Old 
Owen rephed. He said he had never had any very 
high opinion of Nap's friendship. He thought he had 
not treated us with much delicacy in issuing liis revo- 
cation of his Decress against our commerce so long af- 
ter lie had flattered us- to declare them void by procla- 
mation. This measure tended very much to make us 
ridiculous in the eyes of the world. The matlcj*, svAd 
he^ stands exactly thus : — 

On the faith of a plausible French story, wc boldly 
step forward and repeal our non-intercourse as it re- 
spects France, and declare his Decrees which were the 
cause of it, void at the same time. The causef we took 
for granted, the e^ect we made absolute. But upon 
what basis, upon what foundation did we so hastily ad- 
venture on this impoxiant measure ? WJiy upon a mere 
French presumption, that we should cause our flag to 
be respected by the enemy, i. e. England. This previ- 
0U8 cojidition we were in no capacity to fulfil, yet we 
boldly came forward and assumed the non-cflicacy of 
the obnoxious Decrees on our commerce, and seized the 
good will of our crafty ally by the foretop. V/e made 
an unconditional repeal of our non-intercourse law, 
which repeal was based on a contingent and siibseqjient 
event which might or might not take place. Now what 
does our noble ally ? Why after he learns that war was 
determined on, eighteen months after date of our procla- 
mation, he comes forward and declares his decrees rc- 

9 



9i) 

vokcd. To oblige us very muclj. and help as out of the 
mud, he nntcdates it one year ; but to sliow us that this 
was an act of pure grace, or favor in him, he archly 
leaves us six months in the vocative. As if he had said* 
<< Gentlemen you are chargeable with just eighteen 
months of folly, 1 generously wipe away twelve of itf 
leaving you to get rid of the other tliird part as you 
can: But'' — At this instant Sangrado came in and the 
Chief Steward immediately silenced tlie speaker, by 
demanding what news from Uncle Sam — What was his 
pulse for war ? Whetlier he thought he would take the 
field in earnest ? The Squire replied that his honored 
Knight had as true a heart as ever was hooped with ribs, 
and he thought something of a military turn ; but he 
was very whimsical at times. I once said he liad him 
fairly mounted on his Colt, but he unluckily pulled only 
on one rein of the bridle, which turned his Rozinante 
up against a wall, from which nothing could start him. 
The Knight dismounted, gave him a hearty cursing and 
called for a single horse-waggon^ put on his new five 
hundred dollar Coat, and rode about to see the troops. 
But you must know gentlemen,' that mine Uncle ha^ 
some odd notions, for let him^ncamp where he will, he 
will suffer his troops to lodge under no tent poles, but 
such as are brought from Pittsburg, nor use any vinegar 
or molasses but what is transported from Boston. He 
has become very talkative of late, says a great deal about 
the justice of the war, the tyranny of Bull, and the glory 
that will be acquired in conquering the liberty of the' 
seas, by taking Canada, and always when I imagine I 
have him piping hot for the battle, I am momently ex- 
pecting him to take up his line of march, some unlucky 
story pops into his mind, which must be told before lie 
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can start. On a late occasion^ when an importaat baC- 
lie had alrealy commenced; when indeed nothing but 
his agency was wauling to secure the fruits of victory, 
the old blockhead, was earnestly engaged in discussing 
a Constitutional question,, constructing a paper breast 
work before his kitchen door, aiul examining the merits 
of a new receipt for destroying lice on calves. No man 
ever spoke better, and to tell the plaia truth, few ever 
acted worse. I have given him a regular course of leo 
tares on the moralitj^, the justice and expediency of the 
war, and what eAect do you think it has had on him ? 
Why he says our cause is so just and righteous, that we 
Iiave nothing to do but wait tlie interposition of Provi* 
deuce — that tlie taking of Canada is a mere trifling job, 
like dressing out a Cabbage ynrd before breakfast — ^it 
can be done at any time. The Chief Steward shook 
his head, threw off a bladder of. wind from his stomach, 
rose up and left the room. 

Now reader I think it more than probable^ tliat we 
may have the next Chapter from the pen of Uncle 
Tiachary, for I have just observed him trimming his quill 
and looking very thoughtful. He remarked of late in a 
surly n^nner, that I would not finish a history in an age. 
We shall I fancy have a rapid relation of events, neatly 
Qpndensed in his best Hebrew manner 
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*''\<.l.L ZACUAHV^s CliRONICLK OP TUK V»AR IN TJli: NOtTI^ . 
■MIE WEST AND THE £OCTH — AND VrKILB RKLATINC 
TUECE MARVELLOUS DEED?. HE 3IAE.1:TH MANY IMSt 
REFLECTIONS. 

1. And in those days, us soon as il was seen llial there 
v\ould be war between Samuel and John; behold there 
'\ime from divers parts of the Country, many mighty 
men of valor, unto the Chief Steward and ccmmuued 
w ith him : 

2. And said, Lo now we will stand by thee and 
slrenglhcn thine liand, and encourage thine heart that it 
iaint not. Therefore make us Captains of thousands, 
and Captains of iiundreds, and of fifties, and give \:s 
>vages, and we will subdue thine enemies before thee. 

3. And the Cliief Steward hearke: od unto them and 
did so. And there were Captains of thousand?, and 

Captains of hundreds, and of fifties, and of none at 

all 5 even a multitude, so that tlicy that drew the SKord 
were more than they that drew the bow. 

4. Now of those that were made captains of hosts, 
or chief captains, there were Henry and William Hen- 
ry and Jacob and Alexander, who warred in the North 
and in the West of the lands of Samuel. And in the 
South there were Andrew and James and Samuel. 

5. And besides these there were many Captains who 
appertained to the several tribes of Samuel, who drev 
the sword in defence of their own borderii 
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6. Now it came pass that in the first year ef the war 
tliat Henry prepared himself 4o go out to battle, and he 
collected a great army^ and directed his course into the 
woods of Shatt-o-gee^ and he marched over the wilder- 
ness, and the very shadows of the sons of Cain fled Jbe- 
fore him. 

7. And inasmuch as no enemy appeared to contend 
with, he found in a block house, the body of a dead 
AVampum, and he warred against it and burnt it. 

8. After this he returned with liis armv to Grccnbush. 
for it was winter. 

# 

9. Moreover it came to pass in the second yciu o\ 
the war that Henry warred against the sous of Bull and 
he passed over the great water which divides the land 
of Samuel from the land of Bull, and besieged a defenc- 
ed city called Little York, and took it. 

10. Albeit, many brave and valiant men fell of tlie 
army of Samuel, and among those who were greatly 
lamented was Zebulon, the armor bearer of Henry. 

11. Now this came to pass on the twenty-eighth (!t:\ 
of the fourth month. And there was much blood sliect 
on both sides, and many lives were lost by the blo\Yiii[r 
ap of the ground whereon the men stood. 

12. And many prisoners were made by Henry, and 
he possessed the city and a portion of the Country round 
about Yet all this did not finish the war. 

13. And it fell out on the first month of the same 
,year that the sons of Samuel lay encamped in the wil- 

demesiS, at a place called French-town, and the sons of 
Bull and the children of Cain came upon them, a great 
multitude, and smote them with great slaughter. Not- 
witlistanding the sons of Samuel fought valiantly and 
killed many of their enemies. 

9* 



14. On that day many of the warriors of Samuel fell 
into the hands of the BulUtes, among whom was James 
the Captain of the liost oi' Samuel. 

lo. But the Chief .Captain of the host of Dull behaved 
very vilely, inasmuch as he promised to save all the 
[»risoiicrs alive, whereas the sons of Cain fell upon them 
and killed many ; wherefore he got unto himself great 
shame. And the Chief Captahrs name was Proctor. 

16. And it came to pass on the twelfth day of the 
iifth month of the same year, that a host of the sons of 
Samuel were placed in a garrison in the wilderness, at a 
place called fort Meigs, and they were commanded by 
W'illiam Henry. 

17. And tliis same Proctor came upon tliem with a 
^;i-tat band of the sons of Bull and the children of Cain, 
even a multitude, and being exceedingly puffed up with 
pride, this son of Belial spake great swelling words 
against William Henry, like Rabshakeh of old, and de- 
manded that he should give up the fort ; therefore he 
spake from the pride of his heai't and said ^^ give up that 
ye may save yourselves alive.'^ 

18. And William Henry answered and said, I will not 
give it into thy hands* If thou take it by the sword^ 
Bull thy master will honor tliee f but if I give it thee 
through fear, he will have thee in iitde esteem. 

19. And this sou of Behal besieged tlie fort, and 
William Henry came out against him with chosen men, 
even tlie Kentucky ites and the Ohioites, and the warri- 
ors of Bull, and the sons of Cain were cut down before 
them and slaughtered : and they fled into the wilderness 
in such haste that they left their stuff behind. And 
William Heni-v returned from the slauditcr. 
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20. After this the sons of Cain said unto Rabshakali 
forasmuch as Samuel hath discomfitted tliee, W6 vrilt 
forsake thee ; (for the children of Cain be a treacherous 
and deceitful people,) and they deserted him^ a great 
n umber. 

.21. And the children of Cain chode with Rabshakeh 

and said. Thou hast deceived us ; forasmuch as thou b^.? 

dest us bring our wives and our little ones unto thj, _ J 

and spake strong wordis, that thou wouldst not fl; ' ^ 

the Host of Samuel. But now thou hast fled ; . * , 

art even as a fat animal which carries its tail on it? ^ , 

unuei 
for*pridCj when no danger is near ; but if only a leaf. . 

it droppelh its tail between its legs and is gone.'^ An*,.^ 

Rabshakeh dropped down his eyelids and was ashamed. 

22. Moreover it came to pass on the twenty and se- 
venth day of the same month, that Henr}', the Chief 
Captain of all the hosts of Samuel, warred against Fort 
George and took it. And Henry slew ninety of the sons 
of John on that day, and of the sons of Samuel, there 
were killed seventeen. 

23. And Henry's armor bearers were John and Mor- 
gan, Peter the fisherman and others. And they took 
irom the sons of Bull on that day an hundred captives. 
Nevertheless an end was not yet made to the war. 

24. In all these matters Henry was much helped by 
Isaac the waterman, for with his boats he encountered 
the boats of Bull and put them to flight. Moreover alsO' 
he wrought cunningly, and carried over the great waters 
the bands of Henry, so that Henry spake of him to the 
Chief Steward. 

25. And about this time Morgan, sumamed Lc-wiss,^ 
wrote a long letter to the Chief scribe of Samuel, aad 

* See speech of Tecumseh to Gen. Proctor. 
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:lie whole matter of it was> that lie sent forty men in 
help fsaac^ and that they all returned safely to their 
tents. 

26. And it fell out^ on die twenty-eighth day of tlie 
same month, even the fifth months that the hosts of Bul!> 
a great multitude passed over the great waters, in their 

rats to war against the men of Samuel, who were en- 
*hi->d on the borders of the great Lake, even at Sack- 

l^^bor. 
iifth^^ soon as the sun was up, the hosts of John fell' 
^Mhe city, and upon the sons of Samuel unawares* 
I drove tliem. Albeit many of the Samuelites who 
yfere unused to war, (of the tribe of Dan) w«re dismay- 
' ed and fled. 

28. And for a time the cliildren of Sanntel fled before 
their enemies. But Jacob the Chief Captain came up, 
and encouraged tliem, and said why should ye fear ? 
And he fell upon the Bullites and they were smitten with 
the edge of the sword, and taken with great fear^ 

29. And the Chief Captain of the enemy was George,, 
and he was of the King's- household. And he fled with 
great trembling to the boats, and in much haste got hincL- 
back, he and his men to their own countrv. 

30. It falleth out by some means, that tliere is grea^ 
pride in the heart of the sons of men. 

31. Now the man Proctor, the son of Belial of whom 
we have spoken, had his evil heart stirred within him. 
again to vex the sons of Samuel. And as his manner 
was he assembled again the wicked sons of Cain, and 
devised mischief against a small band of Samuelites 
which lay at Lower Sandusky. 

32. Now the Chief Captain of this little band was a 
young Man, of the age of twenty and one years, and his^ 
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tiixme WHS Croguai:. And he was a Captain o\er liuh- 
dreds. 

33. On tlie first day of the week, on tlie first day of 
tlie eight month, came Rabshakeli before the Fort Ste- 
phenson, and witli great swclHng words said, Give up 
and save 3'ourselves ahve, for I have eight hundred men 
in mine host. 

34. And the Chief Captain answered and said, I will 
not give up, but ihou mnycst take it if thou canst. So 
be warred against i(. but he was discomfitted with great 
slaughter. Albeit the Captain of the host of Samuel 
had with him an hundred and three score men. And 
he destroyed of the band of Rabshakeh four score and 
three men. And Rabshakeh left his stuff behind iiim 
and fled to the wilderness with great shame. 

o5. The hearts of the sons of Bull were fully set in 
them to do evil. For on the fourteenth day of the sixtli 
month, they came to one of the towns in the tribe of 
Dan and burned it. Whereby many of the inhabitants 
were reduced to distress, and forasnmch as the customs 
of war do not permit this violence, it l>ecame a reproach 
unto the Bullites unto this day. And the name of the 
town was Sodus. 

36. Moreover Isaac, the waterman, took with him 
chosen men and went over to the land of Bull, on the 
thirty-first day of the seventh month, and ran into the 
harbor of York, and took from them many Mules bur- 
den of the flesh of kine and of the flour of wheat, and 
destroyed it. For Isaac feared not the face of danger. 

37. Now Bull had sent many ships over the great 
waters, and they came near to the south country even 
into the Bay of Chesapeake* And they fell on the de- 
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reiicclt'ss inhabitants and committed many aboiuiiia 
tions, 2it u 2>]ace called Hanipton. 

38. Also in the multitude of theii' evil doings, they 
entered a Synagogue and can-led away tlie vessels of th* 
sanctuary. And for all these iniquities, the- reproach 
will not be wiped away while the Sun shineth. 

39. Moreover in the Western Country^ towards the 
going down of the Sun, one of the Chief men of the 
host of Bull, slew one of the children of Samuel in cold 
blood. And the man that was slain, was wounded and 
defencelcsi and asked for his life. 

40. llowbeit foolishness prevailed in the counsels of 
Samuel, for he was madly set on warring against John, 
meanwhile he provided not for the defence of his own 
borders. And he clave to his foU)'^ and would not let it 
go. 

41. Now it came (o pass tliat Samuel sent the valiant 
William Henry into the country of Bull, and he warred 
and took Maiden. And Rabshakeh and his wampums 
fled before him, and it was on (he twenty and third day 
of the ninth month. 

42. Moreover in the beginning of the tenth month, 
which is called October, Willianj pursued after this son 
of Belial and came up with hiUi and smote his bands and 
put them to flight. 

43. And of the Bullites, some were kiUed, and more 
than six hundred did WiUiam carry away captive. And 
ttie man Proctor fled, and lieft all his stufl*, even all his 
armior, and liis stores wherewith he made war, which 
William carried ofl^, and the price of it was counted at 
ten hundred thousand pieces of Silver. 

44. And in those days the children of Cain were trou 
blesoiDie and multiplied their evil doingc For in the 
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l^uthern Country near the Mobile at a place called 
Fensaw they came unawares on the children of Samuel 
and smote them, men^ women and children, one hundred 
and three score souls. 

45. Now about the first day of the ^eleventh month 
Samuel reasoned thus with himself, Lo the season is far 
passed and we have done Utile, and this is now the second 
year of the war; I will send now ray oldest armor bearer^ 
and he shall take with him an exceeding great armyi 
Tmd he shall subdue the country before him. And 
Samuel counselled with his chief men, and they said, 
Thou Shalt do it. 

46. Therefore called he Jaccobeus the tmoker for he 
said he shall utterly smoke liim from his hiding places. 
And he made him Captain over thousands* 

47. He called also Wayd the Ihrnier, for he said he 
shall thoroughly tan the hjde of Bui), and take off his 
hair. 

48. And Jaccobeus the Smoker took his Journey from 
Sacket's harbor, and passed down the great river, even 
the river St. Lawrence. And Samuel said unto him ye 
shall hah at the French mills, and there shall ye meet 
Wayd and ye shall unite your men, and ye shall go 
down and take Montreal, which standeth on an island 
in the great river St. Lawrence. And he journeyed for- 
-ward. 

49. And the Bullites and the Cainites followed in the 
rear of Jaccobeus and caused him great evil. And 
when he came to the place appointed, behold Wayd was 
not there ; but had returned back again. So Jaccobeus 
turned him about and fought the enemy many da3rs and 
lost many of his men. 

60. And with great loss and damage he came again 
to Sackets harbor. 
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51. Now Samuel spake unto Wayd on this >visc: Go 
thou from Plattsburgh and pass througli the wilderness 
of Shatt-o-gce and meet Jaccobeus^ and lie journeyed 
forwards one day^s journey, and pitched liis camp in the 
wilderness. And he remained there three days, and 
turned back again. Albeit his heart was not in the mat- 
ter, for he did not love Jaccobeus aforetime. 

o2. And Samuel was wroth and chode with them, 
haying, Ye are like unto froward children. Have ye 
flouc wisely to prefer your own foolish passions to mine 
interest ? Wot ye not that I have made you great and 
lionorable ? Wherefore then have ye neglected to obey 
my commands ? 

53. And the Tanner, rose up and was wroth and went 
unto his own home. Nevertheless Jaccobeus abode in 
the field 3'et awhile ; for he said as mine honor liveth, I 
will be tried by a council of w€U', according to the cus- 
tom in such cases. 

54. And a council of mighty men was called to exa- 
mine the conduct of Jaccobeus. And there stood up a 
certain Lawyer named Corkscrew, and said unto Samuel, 
Lo now I will sj^eak in the ear of all these, against Jac- 
cobeus, as I did against William aforetime, and thy coun* 
sel against Jaccobeus shall stand i and thou shalt give 
me two thosand piecies of Silver. 

55. And Samuel said unto h>m am I a King or a Na^ 
bob, that my shoes should be cleaned with a silver brush f 
And he thrust him aside. 

56. Nevertheless the counsel said unto Jaccobeus, 
take again thy sword, for thou art not to blame. So an 
end was made of the matter. 

57. Howbeit the foolish counsels of Samuel were in 
fault ^ for his counsels were at variance. For John, a 
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son of perdition, had the charge of all the armo'jv, arid 
he was wise to work all manner of e\ 11. And he pro- 
vided tents for those that drew the sword. And he was 
Jealous with an evil eye over the Smoker and the Taji- 
ner. And he said within himself, I will confound their 
purposes and they shall come to shame. 

68. Howbeit Samuel clave unto this same evil Nvorkor. 
For the foolishness of Samuel, though he were brayed 
in a mortar would not depart from him. For althoiigli 
he had many Chief Captain§, yet would they not obey 
each other. As if the hairs of Wild Asses tails should 
rebel and say each one, am I not an equal part of the 
tail? 

59. In those days there was war in the Southern 
csimtry, where the Sun beateth down in a more direct 
line upon the earth, whence it cometh to pass tliat nei- 
ther man nor beast is straitened by means of cold. 

60. And this war was made in the winter season, and 
after the ingathering of summer fruits. And Andrew, 
a true man was placed over it 5 and he warred against a 
powerful nation of the sons of Cain, and he drave them 
and smote them with the edge of the sword, and burnt 
up their dwellings. 

61. And Andrew was holpen in this matter by James 
srumamed Whiter by John surnamed Cofie^, and by 
John surnamed Floyd,besides many others, all true men ^ 
in whom Samuel had confidence. 

62. And now it came to pass that in tire third year 
of the war, that Samuel sent forth an host against the 
country of Bull to war against it and take it ; and he put 
over it Jacob as Chief Captain, for Samuel truly said of 
him, he knoweth the times and the seasons, and he fcar- 
eth no danger. 
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68. On the second day of the seventh month did Jacob 
pass over tlie great waters, and on the day following he 
took the garrison at fort Erie. The day following which 
was the fourth dav of the same month, Jacob with his 
host turned toward Chippewa. 

64. And Jacob came to Chippewa, and the hosts of 
Bull were *herc, and they fought, and the destruction of 
men was like the fcUing of trees by a tempest, so great 
was the slaughter ; the host of Samuel took unto them* 
selves tlie victory. And the Cciptains under Jacob tliat 
wrought valiantly on this day, were Ripley, and Scott, 
and Jessup, and Miller. Albeit Peter the fisherman was 
there, but the host under him did not well, for tliey show- 
ed themselves afraid. 

65. Moreover on the twenty-fifth day of the same 
month, Jacob moved forward his bands, and came to a 
place called Queenstown, at which he strove again with 
the armies of Bull, and discomfitted tliem and put tliem 
to flight. And Jacob had to his help the same captains 
as aforetime, and Peter the fisherman with his host did 
valiantly. 

66. Howbeit many on both sides were smitten by the 
edge of the sword on that day, nor even yet was there 
made an end of the combat. 

67. Now it came to pass tliat the Bullites gatliered 
together a great host of men, and came to make war 
against the Southern country which pertaincth to Sam- 
uel. And with their ships they came up the sea which 
is called the Bay of Chesapeake. 

68. And they came against the city of Alexandria, 
and took it, and carried ofiT the ships which were there- 
in ; yet they spared tlie lives of the people. 
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^9. And they came also agaiiist thecityof Washing- 
ton, which lielh on the river Potomac. Now this city is 
the place where the sons of Samuel are wont to meet 
every year, to deHberate on, ahd devise measures which 
concern the whole people. 

70. Now for many days had the sons of Bull been 
journeying up the great river Potomac, and Samuel had 
warning of their approach ; yet did he not provide the 
means whereby to defend tlie city. 

71. Now in this city were the Chief Steward and the 
Chief Scribe, and also John, who had in charge the ar- 
mor of Samuel. And the Books, and the Parchments, 
and the Chronicles, and the Laws, and whatsoever Laws 
and customs pertained to the children of Samuel, were 
laid up in buildings in this city. 

72. And the sons of Bull were wroth that Samuel had 
warred upon John, and their wrath was kindled. And 
they came upon the city, and the men who were placed 
for the defence thereof fled before them. Also the 
Chief Steward, when he turned his eyes and saw the 
enemy, his heart failed him, and he lifted up his heels 
and fled. 

73. Now the eyes of the people were upon the Chief 
Scribe, and upon John who had the care of the armour ; 
but they said to themselves the enemy be upon us, and 
they also lifted up their heels and fled. For each re- 
membered his deeds. And those that saved themselves 
tliis day by fear, were more than they that saved them- 
selves by their courage. 

74. And the BuUites burnt all the public buildings, 
and the books that pertained to Samuel, and all the 
shipping and the materials wherewith he made war, they 
carried oflf. 
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\ cry evil and foolish spirit, and for this act of Bidl, shame 
sliall cover him as a thick cloud, and dishonor shall 
cleave to him forever. .' 

76. Neither did Samuel wisely, for like Issachar, lie 
bowed his back to the burden. And all the people cried 
out against the Chief Captain of the host of SamueL 
■\lbeit the men who were with him fled, and he could 
not restrain them. (For divers of them were of those 
that aforetime made insurrection, and committed mur- 
der, and Barrabas also was with them.) 

77. Yet in all this did not the foolishness of Samuel 
depart from him ; but he clave to the same evil coun- 
sels. Even as a ravenous bird flying over flie sen, fa»- 
rcneth his talons in a great fish, so that he is drawn ua-^ 
dor and drowned. 

78. Ho wbeit on that day, a certain man named Joshua , 
of the host of Samuel, fought valiantly, and w as wound* 
ed and taken captive. Now this came to pass on the 
twenty-third day of the eighth month. 

79. Moreover the sons of John moved by the Prince 
of Darkness, came up the great river Connecticut, in 
their boats, attacked Pettapaug, and destro^-ed much 
shipping which was wont to resort there. After doing 
this mischief, they returned again to the sea, for there 
were none to resist, save women and children. 

80. Now the man Thomas had the charge of the 
ships of Bull in the Eastern waters. And he said within 
iiimself, I have done valiantly at Pettipaug in warring 
against women and children. I will even attack Ston- 
ington, then shall mine honor be as the light that sbineth^ 
for there is none to resist. 
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dl. Therefore he sent a messenger td the people say- 
^Ef ^^ give up the town into my hands or I will even burn 
it to ashes. Give ye up, for it paineth mine heart to 
fonng distress on your women and children.^ 

82. Howbeit the people hearkened not to Thomas, so 
that he warred against them from the water ; and it was 
night time. And the people fought valiantly, and had 
Thomas in derision. And the people resisted Thomas 
from the night watches even until mornings and they 
drave him from before the town; and Thomas sneaked 
away, even as a dog that is whipped droppeth his tail 
between the two hinder posts of his body, even so did 
Thomas. 

83. Now it came to pass on the fourteenth day of the 
eighth month, that John Bnll^ with his brethren the sons 
of Cain, came against fort Erie with a great force and 
pitched their camp before it, and besieged it. And the 
^rce was under the command of the man Drummoii4« 

84. And he caine against it hi the night time, and 
fought with great fury, and he said unto his men, ye shall 
iiot save a man of the sons of Samuel alive. 

85. But the unseen hand of Justice executed ven- 
geance on the head of this monster, for while he was 
giving out this inhuman order, he was slain. 

86. And the sons of Samuel fought valiantly and pre- 
vailed, and drave the enemy, and subdued them with 
great slaughter, so that more than four hundred of them' 
were slain. Afterwards this part of the land had rest 

87. Again the sons of Bi;dl appeared in the Southern 
country, near whereunto is the city of Baltimore, and 
with a great force attempted to go towards the city. 
But the sons of Samuel resisted and drove them, and 
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killed their Chief Captain whose name was Ross. And 
the enemy fled to his ships. 

88* Time would fail us to speak of all the matters 
pertaining to this fodish and wicked war, wherein much 
blood and treasure were wasted to no purpose. We 
have now shewn how Samuel warred for more than two 
yearsy and so far from taking away any part of the couih 
try of BuU^ he could not defend his own borders. 

89. But as it falleth out in all human afiairsy so more 
especially in war, the miseries of it cannot all be seen 
at once ; nor even if a single view could be taken ci aH 
its calamities, would the mind of man be able to con- 
ceive thereof, or to realize them. 

90. As it commonly happens in a private quarrel, so 
in war, one act of uncommon wickedness; openeth the 
door to another, and the evil passions of men are set 
on fire. 

91. An evil minded man, a Captain of one of the 
bands of Samuel, burned the town of Newark, in the 
country of Bull with fire, after driving out the people. 
And this he did at the beginning of winter, by wUch 
hundreds had not where to lay their heads. 

92. For this act of violence BuU avenged himsdf by 
burning a place called Bufialo, in the land of Samu€i 
Now neither of these abominations can be excused, for 
they furthered not the objects of the war, by destro3ring 
the means of carrying it on ; but only brought causeless 
distress on the people. 

93. Moreover I said in mine heart, that if one man 
were appointed to bear the sin of a single war, or even 
the burning of a single city, these evils would not st 
<fRen come on the children of men : 
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94. Forasmuch as there is in the hearts of all, a con- 
sciousness of right and wrong, and the hearts of most 
men would fail them for fear of punishment hereafter. 

95. But man's heart is so deceitful and fncked that he 
easteth the fault on his neighbor and saith within him- 
self. Behold am not / guiltless ? So I saw that war was fl 
sore evil under the Sun. 



CHAPTER XI. 

MISTAKKN NOTIONS OP HONOE CONDElfNSD — NAVAL T&ANaK 
ACTIONS— -perry's VICTORY — COMBiODORS ROGERS— 
CAPTAIN porter's CRUISE AND LOSS pF THE ESSEX — 
COMMODORE CHAVNCEY— CAPTAIN WARRINGTON — ^PRE- 
VOSt's EXPEDITION-HBATTLB ON CHAMPLAIN — DEFENCE 
OF NEW ORLEN8. 

« 

So reader, as I expected. Uncle Zachary has gath- 
ered all the Canadian Laurels that were left, and no- 
thing remains for us, but either te suffer the rays of a 
schorching sun on our temples, or sailor-like, take to • 
the water. The old Rabbin is an excellent hound to - 
take the scent and follow the track, as long as he can 
keep his- Hebrew feet ob Terra/Erma, but, as you must^ 
have already seen, he is no ii;{Z^-(2og. 

It belongs to the fidelity of history, alike to record 
the events which do honor to the bravery of men, as 
those which would raise a blush on the cheek, even of 
infamy. That desire of distinction, that impulse to * 
great actions, which is among the earliest perceptible 
passions of infancy,- which is our companion through * 
life and our solace even on the confines of the grave, 
is as diversified in its appearances, and as capricious in 
' its results, as are the objects by which it is excited. — 
The fame ef some, indeed, appears- wholly the efiect of 
accident. Hence we say << great occasions make great 
men.'^ But for this or that event, or accident^ such and 
such a consequence would never have happened. But 
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when carried away with such purblind opinions^ we as- 
sume that to which we have no claim^ we argue in a 
circle, and are bewildered in a false and delusory hy- 
pothesis* For on this ground, the apologists for the 
dignity of human nature, build their justification of war 
and of bloodshed, and even find an excuse for perpetu- 
al revolution in the affairs of men. 

So these champions of human dignity assert, had it 
not been for the American revolution, the name of 
Washington would never been known beyond his native 
state; he might indeed have been a good magistrate^ 
5in accurate surveyor, a benevolent citizen, &c. but 
what of all this ? — Aye what of it indeed, if this world 
were governed by the depraved ambition of the modern 
infidel. What of it surel}'-, if this world were construct- 
ed and furnished merely for the sensualist ; if this life 
be only a glittering levee, a festive Ball, and — ^ the 
Tomb only a Register's office to signify its eternal 
close. But if indeed this span of existence be only the 
prospectus of our being, if indeed we are in this life 
mere recruits for immortality ! then most assuredly 
we have a clue, which unravels and explains the whole 
mystery of our pilgrimage here, and which instructs us 
to believe that the benevolence of Washington while 
on earth, forms at this moment, the chief part of that 
celestial happiness, which he can derive from any con- 
sciousness of his being while here below. What if the 
9 revolution had never happened ? What if the Father 
of his country had never been called to lead conquer- 
ing armies, or guide the vast concerns of a grateful peo- 
ple, and instead of being destined to wear the martial 
and civic wreaths, he had worn out his life in acts of so- 
cial benevolence^ That benevolence would form the 
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basis of his Heavenly happiness. It would be like the 
dew of Hermon, like the oil which anointed the beard 
of the venerable priest of Israel. But do you condemn 
the principles of the revolution ? says our pliilosopher* 
By no means, I regard it as one of the most beneiicicnt 
dispensations of Divine Providence in the history of 
man. But if Washington sought to bring it about mere* 
ly for his own aggrandizement, he would be justly 
chargeable with tlie guilt of sporting with the lives of 
his fellow creatures. But he and his patriotic associ- 
ates had high motives. Principles, not njen, were the 
objects in contest, and the smiles of Heaven attended 
their efforts. Hence true patriotism is ever consistent 
with Piety. But those that seek or procure war, nnder 
whatever pretence to justify their former opinions, to 
gratify their passions, or secure to themselves, the per- 
petuity of the emoluments of office, upon them shall 
fall the guilt of all the blood which has been sh€>d in 
this unnatural contest. By such in their last moments, 
the cries of the widow shall be heard, the tears of the 
orphan shall embitter their recollections, and the fre- 
quent Ghost of man a victim, shall walk Jjefore them. 
We must not however forget our ojOSce. With that 
conscious pride which forms the highest incentive to 
noble actions, every friend of his country rejoiced at 
the news of the ever memorable victory, achieve^ on 
Lake Erioi on the H)th of September, 1813, by the gal- 
lant Perry and his brave associates. After a well con-« 
tested action of more than three hours, the Queen Char- 
lotte and Detroit ships of war, and the Lady Prevost, 
schooner, besides three smaller vessels fell into the 
hands of the Commodore. The total of guns, fought by 
the British^ was 63? while those on bofird the American 
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fleet were but 54. The enemy^s force also outiramter- 
ed oiirs by 100 men. Captain Perry's ship, the Law- 
rence was made a wreck at the beginning of the action^ 
so that he was compelled to leave her and go on board 
the Niagara. Tlie loss of the Americans was princi- 
pally on board the Lawrence, having 22 killed and 61 
-wounded) so that although she carried more than a 
third part of the fleet's force of guns, she was of no use 
in consummating the victory. It is due to the brave 
Commodore to declare, that however splendid his for- 
tune on this occasion, it did not exceed his humanity, the 
image of benevolence was distinctly recognised in the 
features of the Conqueror. To this, the unfortunate 
Captain Barclay and his brave wounded tars testified 
with tears of gratitude. It is thus that humanity is ever 
the ally of all that is truly great in man ; she sheds a 
lustre on the fame of the victor, which no other virtue 
could bestow. 

Commodore Rogers, in the Frigate President, made 
a cruise of five months, traversing the great "highway 
of nations," in almost every direction, and after taking 
and destroying many vessels of the enemy returned to 
port in the month of September, 1813. During his 
cruise, the flag of the union waved for some time in the 
British channel and on the coast of Norway, and al- 
though no occasion occurred to test the superior valor 
of his crew or the skill and bravery of their Command- 
er, yet that occasion was ever sought, with a diligence 
and awaited in a state of discipline which would have 
ensured success. 

Commodore Porter in the Frigate Essex, of 44 guns, 
sailed from the Delaware in October 1812, and ran 
down the coast of South America, visited Peru, Ciima) 
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Gunyaquil and the BrazUs^ and finally accomplished 
the dangerous enterprize of doubling Cape Horn, and 
showed the '^ Star spangled banner" in the Pacific 
Ocean. In this run he fell in with and captured eight 
of tlie enemy's ships of war^ Letters of Marque and 
Cruizers, which infested those sens. On board of these 
and other trrding vessels which he captured he found 
an immense amount of property, consisting of specie, 
naval stores and provisions. Some of his prizes he 
manned and added to his command, and at one time 
his fleet was formidable io the governors of those prov- 
inces, whose dispositions were not the most friendly to- 
wards the United States. 

In the Pacific Ocean, he discovered and took pos- 
session of the beautiful Island Nooaheevah, in the name 
of the Uuited States, and established a friendly inters 
course with the Natives. Here he overhauled and re- 
fitted his ship, and having left a Lieutenant and 21 men, 
he resumed his cruise, steering for the coast of Chili. — 
Having understood that Commodore Hillyer,of thePhe- 
be frigate was cruising for him in those seas, he shap- 
ed his course for Valparaiso, m hopes of meeting him. 
In this he was not disappointed; the Commodore short- 
ly appeared in the Phebe of 58 guns and 320 men, ac- 
companied by the Cherub Sloop of war mounting 28 
guns and a complement of 180 men. With this supe^ 
rior force, Commodore Porter lay for some time, block- 
aded in Valparaiso, until the 28th of March 1814, he 
determined to venture out. In this attempt a heavy 
squall carried mroy his main topmast, when both the 
enemy^s ships instantly gave chase. Finding escape 
impracticable, he ran into a small bay and prepared 
for action. Both ships came up ; the Frigate placing 
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herself under liis stern and the Sloop at his bow, the ac- 
tion commenced about 4 P. M. But tlie enemy met 
with so warm a reception that in half an hour botli 
ships were obHged to haul off to repair damages. — 
They soon returned however to tlie combat, when Com- 
modore Porter, laid the Essex along side the Pliebc, 
when the conflict became terrible. The Essex having 
aU her rigging shot away? every attempt to bring her 
to a position to board the enemy was fruitless, notwith- 
standing the utmost exertions of the Commodore and 
his crew ; the enemy cautiously avoiding being brought 
to this decisive measure. After maintaining; the una- 
vailing conflict for two hours and an half, he surrender- 
ed what was left of the Essex to the enemy. Commo- 
dore Hillyer, although he fought well on this occasion* 
gained no laurels. He contended with a ship to whose 
force, his own was more than double in men and near- 
ly so in guns. On the other hand the Americans ibught 
with a bravery bordering on despair, and which no- 
thing could equal but the naval skill, by which every ef- 
fort was directed. Some, perhaps will accuse Captain 
Porter of trespassing on the claims of humanity, in pro- 
tracting the conflict beyond those limits which the most 
scrupulous honor could require. He was not indeed 
contending with a pirate from whom he expected no 
quarters ; — the liberties of his Country were not invol- 
ved in the issue, and had the Essex carried any other 
banner than that of the American navy, we might al- 
low this accusation very considerable weight. But the 
Commander and his hardy tars, felt that they fought 
beneath a flag that had never been dishonored ; while 
contending, they remembered the victories of Truxion, 
Hull^and Decatur, and they knew that no ordinary meas- 

II 
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ure of bravery would satisfy a country whicli claimed 
these Heroes as its citizens. It is ever a painful duty 
to make ralor a sacrifice ; but whenever it becomes so, 
the checrfuhicss of the act, augments the value of the 
oblation. In this action, the Essex had 58 men killed, 
and 65 wounded. 

Commodore Chauncey, who in the Yieginning of the 
war was placed in command of the fleet on Lake On- 
tarioy with an inconsiderable force, kept in check the 
superior power of tlie enemy in that Lake, and by his 
skill baflled all the attempts of Commodore Yeo to 
make a descent on the American coast. His fleet con- 
veyed over the troops under General Dearborn, when 
iie attacked Little York, and its guns covered the lan- 
ding of the troops. On the 5th of October, 1813, he 
fell in with and captured five of the enemy's vessds 
which were bound to Kingston with troops and war- 
like stores. Captain Chauncey's command was in ma- 
ny respects, an unpleasant and difficult one. Station- 
ed on an inland sea with a force always inferior to that 
of the enemy, in case of any disaster, that should es- 
isentially reduce his strength, the whole shore on our 
own side would immediately have been exposed to the 
invasion of the enemy. For his fleet, could be rein- 
forced in no other way, than by the tedious process of 
building. In this situation he was placed, knowing the 
importance of a prudent course, which the Government 
never ceased to inculcate, feeling, at the same time, the 
dread of popular disquietude which was hkely to be en- 
gendered, by over-heated expectations from the brit 
liant successes of our Navy on the Ocean. His better 
judgement, however, raised him above those passions, 
and led him to prefer the interest of his country to con- 
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si derations of an inferior nature. The cool and now 
unprejudiced voice of his countrymen, has sanctioned 
his conduct, and America, ah:eady ranks him among 
those Naval commanders, from whom, on any future 
emergency, her highest expectations may be realized. 

In summoning the feelings of our countrymen to the 
Ocean, the natural theatre of their fame, the exercise of 
gratitude, and the triumph of honorable pride are ex- 
cited by the gallant achievements of Captain Warring- 
ton, of the Peacock, who captured the EngHsh brig Eper- 
vier, carrying 18 heavy guns and 128 men, after an 
action of 42 minutes. The Epervier had 11 men killed 
and 15 wounded. The Peacock had only two wounded 
and those sliglilly, and received so little injury as to be 
fitted for action in fifteen minutes after the encounter* 
The Epervier had 54 shot-holes in her liuU^2().Qf wjiiii 
were wjtj^;; - Toot 6i nef water line, lost her main top- 
mast, and had her rigging much damaged. Tliis vessel 
seemed doomed lo misfortune. She has since been 
made the maritime Coffin of the unfortunate and gal- 
lant Shubrick and his gallant crew, while returning from 
the Mediterranean, last season. 

Among the events which in a season of war decide 
the fortunes of a nation engaged in defending au ex- 
tensive coast and an equally extended frontier, it does 
not often occur, that either the invading, or repelling 
power, places the issue of the struggle at the hazard of 
a single trial. Of a different character, however, it 
would appear is the expedition which next claims our 
attention. The great revolution of affairs in Europe, 
which took a decided character early in the year 1814, 
placed a large disposable force in the power of the ene- 
my. This event; as an auxiliary to the shameful msr 
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inanagenicnt ou our own part, liad changed the c 

from an oITenslve to a defensive war. The ve 

who had served in Spain and had lenrncd no othei 

ilian to conquer, were poured into Canada, and th 

cmVf determined to make an attempt; in his turn, : 

vasion. This force, I4fi00 strong, prhicipally oi 

izcd at Montreal, and provided with every tiling ne 

iary for the expedition, appeared before Plattsbu 

about the first of September, under the command 

Sir George Prevost, an able and experienced ofxic 

General Macomb was strongly entrenched at Pla 

burgh, with about 1600 men. The enemy's fleet 

Lake Champlain hove in sight in a few days, and 

appeared to be his plan, to have the success of his flei 

tirst tried before any very decisive measures were take 

by land. The enemy justly entertained high expecta 

2 *'*- — '-i^on*. It consisted of the Confi 
tions from luui iuaa«c4^. 

ance of 39 guns and 300 men, Linnet of 16 guns, 120 

men, Growler and Eagle, each 11 guns and 40 men; 

together with 13 Gunboats mounting 18 guns and 550 

men : constituting a total of 95 guns and 1050 men, 

commanded by Captain Downie an intelligent and 

brave officer. To oppose this force, the Americans 

had the Saratoga 26 guns and 270 men, the Eagle 20 

guns 120 men, Ticonderoga 17 guns 110 men, Preble 

7 guns 30 men, besides 10 Gunboats mounting 16 guns 

md carrying 350 men, making a total of 86 guns, and 

20 men, under the coipmand of Captain Thomas 

lacdonough. On the 11th September at 9 o'clock in 

e morning, the enemy appeared and formed in a line 

tout 300 yards distant from the American fleet, his 

ip, the^ Confiance, being opposed to the Saratoga, 

en the action began. At half past 10, the Eagle, hq^ 
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being able to throw her shot to effect, cut her cable and 
anchored between the commodore's ship and the Ti- 
conderoga, where she soon made a sensible impression 
on the enemy. The gallies and gunboats were all en- 
gaged. The guns on the starboard of the Commodore's 
§h\p, being all dismounted, a stern anchor was cast 
out, the bower cable cut, when she came about, and 
poured a broad side into the enemys ship which soon 
after, surrendered. The fire of the Sai*atoga was then 
turned upon the brig, which surrendered in fifteen min 
utes after. The sloops which opposed tlie Eagle h; 
struck sometime before. The gallies all pulled off ' in^ 
escaped excepting three, which were reported to '^re 
sunk. According to the Commodore's letter, tl- ^ ac- 
tion lasted without intennission, two hours and /twenty 
minutes. The Saratoga, suffered most, having receiv- 
ed the heavy fire of the Confiance : of 62 n/ien killed, 
she lost 28, and put of 68 wounded on boarf'4*our fleets 
she had 29. The British lost 84 killed and /ilo wound* 
ed, most of the enemy's shot passed tlir'^igh the rig- 
ging, and as Captain Macdonough repbr/^^ there were > 
not 20 whole hammocks in thei nettings fifterthe action. 
The Saratoga had fifty five round shot/ jn her huM^ the 
Confiance one hundred and fi\e. Th> fruits of ihis vic- 
tory were more than four hundred/ prisoners^— 1 1^00 
lbs. powder, 85,000 cannon ball, 60>(k) muskets, 600 suits 
sailors clothing, besides all the w/nter clotRing of tlje 
whole of their land army. The ^gccts of tMs triumph 
were more important in det^TQrnning the issue of the 
war than any that had preji^d it. Sir George, with 
his whole army, stood aja^ious spectators of the action, 
and as soon as the ri^ult was shown, inslantly made 
preparations to relffeat. This be effected in a preciph. 
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tate manner, during the following night, assisted by u 
heavy fog, which is common at this season in the vicini- 
ty of the lakes. 

It is due to General Macomb to state that he display- 
ed great prudence and firmness in repellmg the attacks of 
a powerful fbrce for several successive days, and in keep- 
ing the enemy ignorant of the sickly state of his troops, 
and to the forces under his command, that they acted 
on all occasions with the most determined bravery. 
By the hasty retreat of Sir George, the enemy sufiered 
an inunense loss in the munitions of war which he left 
.behind : vast quantities of provisions left and destroyed, 
ivab shells, intrenching tools, cannon ball, grape shot, 
jnunition, flints, tents and marques. The loss of the 
^h in the several actions with the garrison amount- 
368 killed— 494 wounded — 252 prisoners (taken 
retreat) besides about 800 deserters. Tiie loss 
-Americans was only 37 killed and 62 wounded. 
. ^ ^v return for a moment to the hero of Cham* 
p ain. i^^^ ^j^^ action, he appeared fo be almost the 
only persc^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^1 ^j^^ ^^^^ 

of victory; .^ solicitude for the wounded on board his 
own and the^^^jj^y^ fleet, hushed every exulting im- 
pulse of the htrt, arising from the thought of liaving 
bravely conquer^. He, like the gallant Perry, proved 
by his noble and g^erous conduct, that humanity is the 
choicest diamond (^t glitters in the crown of the vic- 
tor. This is not ihe language of adulation ,^it is a 
representation of It^e, but too famtly drawn. The 
splendor of his own triti^ph was forgotten to give place 
10 feelings of sympathy for ^hj fate of the gallant Cap^ 
tam Downie, whose fortune it was to lose his life with 
the battle J wd his heart was mov«d in humble grati- 
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le towards the Great Father of mercies and asked, 

hast thou thus made us to differ ? 

In ofiering these remarks, it would be invidious to 

c^onfine their application exclusively to the heroes of 

drie and Champlain. The praise of this exalted virtue 

is equally due to every American commander, on whose 

temples Neptunian Mars has placed the wreath of vie- 

Xory. 

The lethargic indifference of the general government 
to measures of defence, . invited the concentrated pow* 
ers of the enemy to another quarter. Soon after the 
abortive attack near Baltimore, the enemy collected 
his forces in the Chesapeake, and a considerable amount 
consisting of transports carrying about lOyOOO troops 
with several frigates, sloops of war and gun-boats put 
out to sea. These were soon joined by a reinforce* 
ment from the West Indies. Notwithstanding the great 
notoriety of these movements, New-Orleans was still 
left in a most defenceless condition. At the time that 
the forces of the enemy entered the Missisippi, if the 
reports of respectable citizens of New-Orleans may be 
credited, there was not ammunition enough m the city, 
to furnish her own militia. As soon as government 
were apprised of the intentions of the enemy, they gave 
orders to the Governors of Kentucky, Tennessee and 
Orleans to call out the militia and direct their march for 
that city. General Andrew Jackson was ordered to re- 
pair thither immediately and take the conunand. If any 
praise is due to government for selecting this officer, it 
would be ungenerous to withhold it, for certainl}^ M 
commander could have been appointed who would have 
discharged the arduous duty committed to his manage** 
ment with greater airility and decision^ He found a 
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very few troops in the city of any description, and 
those that came'in from the country were mostly without 
arms, and all without discipline. He had hterally an 
army to manufacture out of the raw material. His 
presence, however, inspired confidence, and after issu- 
ing several spirited general orders he brought the citi- 
sen-militia to some kind of subordination. The diffi- 
cult navigation of the Missisippi rendered the progress 
of the enemy slow. About the 20th of December they 
made their appearance at a pass in the river, called 
the Rigolets, when an attack was made upon our gun- 
boats which were taken, and dispersed. The event 
gave the enemy command of Lake Borgne, and ena- 
bled him to choose his point of attack. On the 28d of 
December the British shewed themselves, to the number 
of 3000 about six miles below the city. General Jack- 
son met them with a force of 1500 men, and the action 
commenced about 7 o'clock, P. M . General Coffin was 
ordered to turn his right on the river, while General 
Jackson attacked his strong position on the leA. The 
schooner Caroline, Commodore Patterson, gave the sig- 
nal of attack from the River, by firing into the enemy's 
camp, when one general onset was made with such fury 
that the enemy gave way in every direction. General 
Jackson took about 60 prisoners and remained all night 
on the field of battle. In the morning he took a strong 
position about two mil^ nearer the city. 

On the 8th of January thb British made preparations 
for a general attack. Their design appeared to be, to 
storm the position of General Jackson with two strong 
columns, advancing on his right and left. The Ameri- 
cans reserved their fire until the enemy approached 
sufficiently near> when they opened a steady, deUberate 
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and deadly discharge of musketry, which cut down 
their columns and brought them to a stand. After 
breasting their fire for about an hour, the enemy retir- 
ed in confusion. The vast disproportion of loss on this 
occasion, will ever form a theme of astonishment to 
those who recollect that the invading army was chiefly 
composed of the veterans who had conquered in Spain, 
and that Ihey were opposed by less than half their 
number of militia collected from all parts of the 
country, wholly undisciphned, and unused to defending 
breastwork, and resisting a regular attack. The Brir 
tish loss was killed 700, wounded 1400, prisoners 562. 
While the Americans lost only 16 killed and 6 wound- 
ed. The Kentucky and Tennessee riflemen fought on 
this occasion with great bravery. Accustomed to the 
rifle from their infancy, their aim was deliberate, se- 
vere, and deadly. They fought behind immense piles 
•^^ •««<MMMMi Uuh»9 f%f C.i\Ut%v% whirh eflectuallv resisted tliA 

fire of the enemy. The British lost on this occasion, 
their comQiander in chief, General Packenham, and 
two Major Generals Kean and Gibbs, who were mortal- 
ly wounded. The issue of this battle proved the pow- 
er of the Americans to defend themselves, while it be- 
trayed the weakness and mcapacity of our Cabinet^ 
The government have indeed manifested some symp- 
toms of a desire to take the praise of it to themselves, 
by endeavoring to identify, the defence of New-Orlewis 
and our triumph on the water, with the war itself and 
caUing it glorious ; but they have only partially suc- 
ceeded } and .there is much truth as well as point in 
the remark of General Jackson, that ^ to Heaven and 
eur own exertions the success is to be ascribed.'^ 
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To Amercians it is a subject of just exultation to re- 
flect that they have yet many characters of great pro- 
mise, whose distinguished worth this war has exhibited 
to view, how much soever they may lament the late 
shameful and unprofitable contest which called tliem 
into action. Among these they will ever reckon the 
name of Jackson, as pre-eminent among those, who 
have a high claim on their gratitude for his important 
ser\'ice8, and so long as he may be spared to enjoy his 
well earned fame, to him may we look with confidence, 
should the cause of his country again summon him to 
the post of duty. 



CHAPTER XIL 

REMARKS OF THE HISTORIAN — GLOOMY CONDITION OF. 
UNCLE SAm's affairs — FAMILT MEETING — ^RESULT OF 

THfeiR DELIBERATIONS — TREATY OF PEACE ^WHIMSI- 

CAL CONDUCT AND OPINIONS OF UNCLB SAM RBSPSCT- 

ing it — the account balanced — reflections on 
Washington's and jeffsrson's administrations — 
ON opposition— conclusion. 

The picture and the shade are now before us. The 
defence of New-Orleans^ noble indeed of itself^ gatliers 
fresh lints and graces by being contrasted with the 
Washington Hegira. At home, in the midst of their 
resources, cannon, shot, tent-poles, molasses and vine- 
gar enough ; sufficient warning of the approach of the 
enemy, wind-catridges already made, proclamations by 
tlie ream already printed; yet alas! the city must be 
abandoned. The archives of the nation, her public 
buildings, library, the emblems of her sovereignty, the 
proud memorials of her many triumphs, all, all aban- 
doned to the gothic clutches of a rapacious enemy. 

Of Jackson and his hirave companions in danger, it 
might be said in the words of the poet, ^uror arpULminr 
istrat; but of our pavidtB matres at the seat of govern- 
ment, we must reverse the apopthegm and say amta 
minutrabant furoribus : the arms of the enemy indeed 
furnished them with the madness o^ fear. Is there an 
American heart unwounded at the recollection ! Or 
have we lost all distinction between virtue and vice. 
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Has the torrent of national disgrace, that has so .copi- 
ously flowed for the last ten years, decompounded and 
washed away that adamantine isthmus, which separat- 
ed honor from infamy ? Has a repetition of the act of 
bowing our necks, with a sinic servihty, to the burden 
of shame, neutralized our feehiigs and blunted our per- 
ceptions ! Why did not the verdant sod that covers the 
ashes of Washington burst asunder. But no ! Had his 
pale ghost met the shameless fugitives witii the stem 
vpbraidings of a seraph, they would have dodged re- 
gardless along, ^ let us hve to enjoy our offices" jwould 
have been the answer. Thus ended the farce of taking 
Canada in six weeks, of bringing the ^ enemy on his 
marrow bones.'' So much for paper courage and ter- 
rapin gallantry. It must be confessed, that the enemy 
had a fair specimen of Cabinet intrepidity — Moles' eyes, 
wooden-legs, leaden crutches, when danger is to be 
"ought for, but when there is any running to do, aye, 
hen we see the speed of the dromedary, the wings of 
the eagle. << Prudenee, said Falstaff, is the better part 
)f valor." So thought our wise ones — so acted our 
alifmt ones. Even goose creek mars, the god of war, 
'^^ sacked up" his dotard bones in a skin which at times 
had betrayed every sinful passion but shame, and gave 
manly chace to his valiant file-leaders. ^ Did it bum," 
said a tender mother to her son when some powder 
flashed in the pan ? no madam, but it smells so ! smell ! 
yes, it shall smell to Europe— to Lilliput I to posterity I 
And how did Uncle Sam, high-minded patriot, relish 
the conduct of his servants on this occasion ? Oh, he 
accepted a PhiUippic from the mouth of the Chief Stew- 
ard, at the next family meeting, as a full atonement for 
the desertion of his- favorite city. A Madd^ of angry 
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mmdy-let off with dignified violence against John Bull, 
was received as full satisfaction for all that had happen- 
ed. And as for the loss of honor, it was agreed by all, 
-Ibat the saving of l5o manj^ valuable lives, was an ani- 
i^;ple equivalent. The wise and the great ones congratu- 
lated each other tliat although thc}'^ had lost tluMr icood' 
' en, they had saved their real of Ices. 

" One may steal a horse, while another is hanged for 
looking over a hedge." Count Scratch-i:s-oft'was tried 
^ for his life for^a far less offence than giving up the city 
: of Washington to pillage and flames, and received par- 
don from the same power that explained away this 
shameful transaction with an Aphaletical discharge of 
wind. But now came on the season when the family 
must acrain meet to deliberate on measures for the gen- 
eral good. It was not, perhaps, the most pleasant meet- 
ing that ever took place. Her ladyship looked a little 
sour ; before her eyes were the ruins of her noble resi- 
dence ; her drawing room, where so many fine plans 
had been formed, was no more. As this misfortune, how- 
ever, had been so much a matter of her own seeking, she 
thought best to bear it with the best practicable grace^ 
The Chief Steward, the Chief Clerk, Mars Fugitivus, 
and Neptunus Minor, all accommodated themselves with 
private lodgings. We have seen the prospect immedi- 
ately before their noses : what was it abroad ? Dark 
clouds on the North, West, and East : The strong box 
empty: the army wasted by sickness: our frontiers 
threatened in every direction. But, what was worst of 
all, our friend Nap in confuiement on the Island of El- 
ba. This " Wonderful man,'^ as Mr. Gerry once call- 
ed him, bound over to his good beha\iour, and his splen- 
did fertimos razeed down to tli^ condition of a privatef 
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citizen. His corsairs could no longer burn anddc&i^^^, 
our vessels and imprison our seamen : no longer ^xavi? 
IIS of our ^ surplus cash," wliich once so vexed the ^ZiA 
losopliical head of the man of Monticello. No morr 
could our friend Nap give us his advice with respec 
to our affairs, which was always the more gratefu 
OS it was generally conveyed in an authoritative stylt 
But it was no time for whining ; a closet Conferenc 
was called, at which all the friends of war were invite 
Tlie first thing to be done was to fill up the army ai^^ 
make some fresh attempts at loans. The Chief Cler^^^^ 
having turned project-monger, submitted a plan for re- . 
cruiting, the substance of which he had taken from the 
regulations of Nap, and which m the country of its birth 
was called Conscripticru To give it tlie cast of origi- 
nality, it was thought best to name it anew and term it 
Classificatien. In favor of it, it was urged that some: 
thing must be done immediately to keep up the spirits 
of Uncle Sam ; and this method possessed many advan- 
tages over the old plan for recruiting ; as it took away 
from the recruit, the troublesome right q{ free agen% 
by which such tedious delay was produced. The re- 
cruit would in this case know at once what to do and 
would not stand stammering and bantering with the re- 
cruiting officer, until the enemy was at our backs. This 
project gained the approbation of all present, and was 
therefore ordered to lie on the table that its advoicates 
might have a little time to lie it into popularity. 

Meanwhile it was thought best to new-vamp the old 
system and give it fresh vigor, by ofTering more bounty 
and higher wages, this would keep the attention of Un- 
cle Sam from prying with a mischievous curiosity into 
{lis money concerns; for it would hh an obvious pre- 
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smii|>tIou that he was still ricli; if he was able to shake 
his purse at new expenditures. Neither was the low 
slate of the strong box any objection to this measure, 
jTor since promises had become a sine qua noriy in all mo- 
ney concerns, tliey had so far beconie the national cur- 
rency, as to be the only coin receivable by Uncle Sam's 
Creditors. To give greater facility to this new project, 
a mist lucky thought entered the liead of some one, 
which was incorporated with the projected amendment^ 
and which was no less than to aitgment the number of 
candidates for enlistments, by declaring boys and mi- 
nors of all descriptions whether in the condition oV pa- 
rental tutelage, apprentices or wards, eligible ta the of- 
fice and dignity of soldiers. In support of this meas- 
urCy it was agreed that tiiose who were of age to reflect, 
or had come to years of discretion, knew so much about 
the war and the management of it, that they were back- 
ward about enlisting ; that to aidress the. mind of man 
in its most giddy and thoughtless period, when the brains 
were unsettled, or had not yet begun to grow, the chance 
of success would be much greater. For it was consid- 
ered as a settled point that siient votesy and the previous 
question, would reason doum every thing except the fear 
of danger, and the power of the enemy, and could rea- 
son up almost any thijig except cash in propria persona. 
This measure, met, as was expected, with violent oppo- 
sition from Tom Boston, as it passed the formula of 
debate in presence of the heads of families ; but it was 
ndopted. Codline, Saybrook and Spinyarn, patriaich- 
i\\ governors of Tom's dominions passed seven decrees 
against it, and threatened to flog any boy who entered 
the army without the consent of his parents, master or 
Gaardian and also enacted severe penalties against those 



and obtaiued, to engage in " glorious war/' to c 
(no body knew what,) was disobeying and coiisec 
dhkonoring parents* The measure at first, ap 
.'» little high-handed to (lie *n(c Llucsy to the ad^ 
for the war, who were not in a situation to take 
xyC il:c wliole ground. But it was soon shrewdly \v 
•^u ill their ears that the faHicrs oi* ssicli hud mrrnf: 
si:;teil evciT enticement to enlist, and .sl^.ov.n then 
proof against every alimement to the f;dd of d 
that it was probable t};at all their sonj: were true 
ten in this respect, or if it othcrwisx) haj.pcnct?, it 
J;e easy to blow a litllc of ihe Bhulensbuigh pan 
their tender breasts, which would be sufiicient 
bargo them in the paternal kitcheir, until the w 
over. 

But in the midst of this cogitation-fever and p 
labor, in popt a messenger with a treaty of 1 
which it appeared had been sigr.edat Ghent, on th 
of December preceding. 

Ye invisible beings, of musquito penetration, 
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reigns, ami resume itr wonted office in the several Sys- 
tems of the assembled great ones. — 

Within a few hours, all was confusion about the Wig- 
wam. A host of whiskered gentry were seen dodging 
out and in and multitudes crowded around to know whait 
,the treaty contained. The mob were soon informed 
that it would be good manners for them to wait until 
Uncle Sam had first heard it. The long table was drawn 
out,: and the Bladeusburgh noblesse seated themselves 
around. Sangrado, as his duty was, stood behind Un- 
cle Sam's chair in waiting. The Chief Steward having 
commanded silence, bade the Chief Clerk stand up and 
read the treaty. 

Chief ClerJc reads, "His Britannic Majesty and; die 
United States of America, being desirous of terminat- 
ing the war which has unhappily subsisted between the 
two countries" — 

Uncle Saini> Hold Sir. It is of no use to read all 
that, preamble> I'll take my pocket-book and call for 
the matter as I want it. In the first place let me ask^ 
how many articles have you in lliat thing — it looks long 
— quite a large paper; 

Chief Clerk,. Eleven Articles Sir. 

Uncle Sam. Eleven, aye. — What I eleven, why tbat^s 
more than we wanted. I have- a memorandum of only 
^ix in my pocket-book. Now begin with the first arti- 
cle ; that renounces forever his illegal blockades^ I sup- 
pose. 

Chief CUrh No Sir, that relates to making Peace — 

VnciU Sam. Peace, Peace ? no need of that, war ceaij- 
cs of itself, when we leave ofi* fighting : When we run. 
awvay from the enemy j aye, Jacques ? 

12» 
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Chief Steward* Why Sir, having declared tvar in due 
form^ it was necessary we should declare peace with as 
much formality. 

UncU Sam. Aye, very well; read on^ come, the Block- 
ades! 

QiU/ Cleric. The second article speaks of ratifying 
the treaty, and the time in which hostilities shall be con- 
sidered as having ceased, wiili respect .to the captures 
of vessels on the high seas. This article is a necessary 
consequence of tlie preceding. 

Vnde Sam. Oh, very well, go on. 

Chi^f CUrh Article third treats of the exchange of 

Prisoners. 

Utule Sam. Very well, read on. 

Oiief Cleric, Articles fourth and fifth treat of running 
Itouudary hnes anew. — 

Vnde Sam. Boundary Unes, what ? Oh, aye so as to 
take in Canada I suppose, very well, read on. Come 
the Blockades I I have my thumb on it. 

Chief Chrh Articles seventh and eighth refer to 
boundaries also. 

Uncle Sam. What, what, boundaries again, more ter- 
ritory ! Sangrado, we shall have to make you Governor 
vet. 

Chief Steward^ (aside.) D— — n that Pocket«book, I 
wish it was burnt. 

Chief Clerk. Article ninth relates to hostiUties with 
the Indian tribes. Article tenth treats of the abolitFoD 
of the Slave trade. The last article relates to the mu- 
tual ol>l gation of the Treaty on both the contracting 
powers. 

UncU Sam. What 1 what, have we not obtained a sin* 
§le tW.ng we have beea fighting for ? What does all this 
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mean ? Boundaries; Ratifications, Indians, Slaves, obli- 
gations ? what, we didn't go to war for this trumpery ! 
Blockade's, Sailors' rights, John Henry, what ! have we 
no redress, what ? 

Chief Steward. Oh yes, my dear sir, we have obtain- 
ed all we contended for» The blockades and orders in^ 
council are much the same thing. Bull rescinded his 
orders in council long since. With regard to sailor'^ 
rights he is dismissing his own sailors now, and sure 
when he has more sailors than he knows what* to do 
with, he can have no motive to take ours : and with re- 
gard to John Henry, we have taken our satisfaction in' 
playing the same game with Bull at a much greater rate, 
so that we may sett off even in that respect. 

Besides we have acquired immortal honor in thir 

* 

war : look at the exploits of our Navy and the defence 
of New-Orleans, the defence of Fort Meigs and Ston- 
nington, the capture of Little York and the battle of 
Chif pewa. The honor we have obtained alone, would 
well recompense us for all the charges of the war. 

VncU Sam. Exploits of the Navy f you must give 
Tom Boston credit for that. His brave tars have 
achieved every victory, that has been gained. Surely 
you won't have the brass to boast of the exploits of the 
Navy. Have you forgotten that you have been the 
deadly enemies of a navy all your days ? That you 
turned Tom out of office fcH* building it ? Sangrado 
give me a glass of your Whiskey with a few of your 
Lethean drops in it — ^I grow faint. 

While the Squire was administering the balsMf of 
forgetfulness to the war-sick Knight,->-in comes tim* 
Chief Scribe of the strong box with a huge bundle on 
lus backr No Jew-Fedlar ^ver trudged beneath a bca« 



vier luad ; ilown goes the budget, when Uie scribe begaa 
to pull out and unrol a paper of much greater LoDgitude 
than Latitude, when the Knight with hijf usual importu- 
nity began to ask what he liad — what it meant ? The 
Chief Scribe replied that it was an account Current, of 
his honots receipts and expenditures during the war. 

Aye said Uncle Sam, read it let us hear how it sounds, 
don't be tedious now, just give us the round numberS| 
don't descend to the particular items* 

ChUf Scribe. The wliole amount of expenditures, is 
two hundred mdlions o/ dollars ^ for which we have ia 
return, experience in tlie art of war, spy fifty million?. 
The increased value of our Navy and Fortifications, say 
fifty millions more.. Then there's the Glory we have 
acquired, no one will deny is worth at least one hundred 
millions more, and this balances the account. 

Uncle Sam* Aye then we have done well ; we have 
the Peace, the Boundary lines,, the pacification of the 
Indian tribes, and the ratifications as all clear gain — 
neat profits^ aye Sangrado ? we've done very well, aye ? 

Sangrado, But then we have lost Moose Island. 

Uncle Sam. Aye, Moose Island, what is that worth ? 
What are a few roodsof earth, to a whole continent of 
fame! But what a strange thing is war I Ht)w magical, 
how potent in its operations I By two or three years of 
war, blockades become ratifications. Sailors^ rights 
boundaries ! And John Henry's plots are transmuted 
into abohti^n of the slave trade. Aye^but there's the 
Glory, that's the choicest part of the whole. Well, then 
I suppose I may take this bundle, and use it as occasion 
requires ;. What papers are all these, so nicely folded 
vtiichl see here in the *^ Sacks mouth.^^ Aye, Glory 
Bills! Drafts at sight, on inunortality. Wonderful meV 
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amorpliosis ! in former times we used to call just sucl^ 
tilings as these Tax Bills^ but Tempora mutantur^ times 
^re changed. 

During these transactions her ladyship and Sangrado 
expressed by significant smiles^ their pleasure at seeing 
the complete delusion of Uncle Sam. Sangrado im- 
puted it to the draught of Philosophic nectar which he 
had administered to him. 

As Eneas, the Trojan prince, shouldered the shieldL 
on whose surface the fortunes of all hig posterity werfe 
represented, so our Hero lifted the portentous budget on 
his shoulders amidst the mobocratic shouts of^ glorious 
war ;" httle reflecting on the bitter sequel of its content:; 
-^regardless of the past as unconscious of the future. 
So nations pass down the beguihng stream of fate, th^ 
evil genius of tlie demagogue cries out " Breakers,'^ and 
hurries them along until they have shot the ^^ impassable 
^ulph," when they look back with useless astonishment, 
and wonder how they came there. In a free govern-^ 
ment, the frequent recurrence of the elective power Uh 
the will of the people, would, if that will were well ittm. 
.formed and unbiassed, ^ver prove ^ su^ient barrieK* 
against the efforts of a despot on the one hand, and the 
intrigues of the demagogue on the other. As in an ab<« 
solute government, the Tyrant breaks the nation into 
factions, and attaches the least obnoxious and roost 
powerful of them to his cause 3 so in a republican state, 
factions are created by ^unbitious, designing and crafty 
individuals, who hold up the public welfare aft their sole 
object, and make tlie most ardent and disinterested prp^ 
fossions. In the former case, the Monarch is tbe^ tyrant,^ 
in tiie latter the prevailing faction. Under these cir- 
cumstances; when oppression reaches a definite point. 



i 

I 134 

j 

: the choice of the weary and suOering inuliiluclc, ii;)aally 
' settles down between the terminable ambition and mea- 
sured revenge of an individual; and the inexorable ma- 
lice of an incensed multitude. 

No class of men of whatever party, can have any 
claim to the character of Statesmen, who have not a 
regular p^au, some uniform system, the operations of 
which extend beyond the temporary exigences of the 
moment, and which in no case can contravene those 
principles, which form the basis of the government. 
Washington had a plan of finance general and uniform 
in its operations. The exceptions urged against some 
of its features, even then served, in the eyes of correct 
statesmen only to strengthen their conviction of its wis* 
dom and its Justice ; but it may be said with truth, that 
in putting tlie complex machine into operation, he was 
greatly assisted by that great statesman, JVlr. If amilton, 
whose profound and comprehensive views, were as ad- 
mirably adapted to the exigences of that important cri- 
sis, as bis principles and his integrity were pure and ir- 
reproachable« His impartial policy toward the differ- 
ent states of Europe, at an epoch more difficult than 
'■ any we have since witnessed, kept us from being em- 
broiled in their destructive confhcts. A different course 
of policy under the two last administrations toward 
, these same nations, has written the wisdom of Wash- 
i ington in characters of blood, on tlie history oi our 
i country. 

j Washington knew that we were a commercial people, 
r And be acted from that conviction. He saw a produc- 
tive revenue arising from the multiplied op^ations of 
Commerce. He felt that in protecting Commerce, he 
fostered Agriculture. To this end, ho never ceased to 

i • 
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recommend the 'gradual creation of a navy. Hhs suc- 
cessor followed his example^ until popular clamor silenc- 
ed his efforts. Here then comes the awful chasm in our 
road to independence — ^to that independence on the 
smiles or the frowns of other nations^ which whensoever 
occasion may demand, shall place us beyond the reach 
of their intrigues or their power. The Washington 
policy with respect to a navy, seems now fully justified. 
Political folly and wickedness has furnished tlie occa- 
sion^ and oi^er-^ruling necessity has forever established 
the doctrine ^- that a powcrfiil naval armament is essen- 
tial to the independence of this country." Nor has the 
correctness of the Washington system of finance and 
of revenue, been less the subject of historical demon- 
stration. A direct tax was once reprobated from a 
principle of idle fear of a possible evil; it is now tole- 
rated in a -threefold pressure, as a necessary act to 
remedy past loickedncss and acknowledged folly. 

A standing army once presented a frightful bugbear 
to philosophic delicacy ; it is now the harmless and ra- 
tional armor of freemen, as little dangerous as tlie fowl- 
ing piece of a gunner, or the rifle of a back-woodsman. 
Such ai'c the strong colored results of our party strug^ 
^les during an experiment of fifteen y£ars. When de- 
monstration takes the place of argument, truth is bon* 
orcd, although in the minority. History will look with 
peculiar complacency on the measures of WashingtoOf 
and her approving criticism will fasten with deliglit on 
his extensive and liberal plans, at a crisis when ex- 
periment was dangerous, and miscarriage destruction* 

Could truth record the same decision with regard to 
the policy of his successors, the advocates for heredi- 
tary governments; and limited monarchies, would -eteii 
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}, ut this early period of our history^ be almost compel- 
^ led to yield the argument in favor of our republican 
form, even on the score of experience. But unhappily 
3f r. Jonerson's ambition prompted him to aspire to the 
cliiei' Magistracy, with more regard to the efficiency of 
tlie measures, necessary for the attainment of his ob- 
\ixXj liian delicacy with respect to the morality of those 
iiieasures, or the awful effect tliey were to have on our 
political institutions, and (he public mind. 

In comparison with the many distinguished cbarac- 
lers wliose important services at that period, claimed 
the reward of national gratitude, Mr. Jefferson stood 
but a slender chance. His revolutionary services were 
little more than votive and nominal. His hostility to 
ilie oppressive measures of the parent state which pro- 
duced the rupture, was rather the effect of hatred, than 
the result of principle. His courage and firmness were 
purely of the Ouorttical cast, as the hour of trial abuc^ 
dantly proved.*- 

He came into office, therefore with his head full of 
projects and his heart of promises. For it was plain 
Uiat the less he had already done, the more he was 
bound to offer. The more brilliant the career of his 
•. predecessors, so much the higher must rise his profes- 
sions of attachment to the public welfare. And in this 
part of his duty public expectation was not disappoint- 
ed. He had no sooner entered on the duties of his of- 
fice, than he began to be rapidly delivered of his nume- 
rous kind wishes for the general good. Economy was 
his favorite measure ; and this he carried to such a lu- 
dicrous extent that the « eai-s even of the groundlings'* 

* This nUudes to kit well koowa flight to Carter's mountain w 
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